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MALAYSIA 


KUWAITI MAGAZINE CRITICIZES GENERAL ELECTIONS 
BK290740 Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in Malay 25 Aug 86 p 2 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur—-Sunday--The Foreign Ministry views with gravity an 
article in an Arabic language Kuwaiti magazine published recently which 
was said to have projected a lopsided image of the recent general election 
held in Malaysia on 3 August. 


Foreign Ministry Information Director Syed Mohamed Syed Baharum sai“ that 
this is the first time that the ministry had received such a report. 
According to him, all up to date reports received by the Malaysian foreign 
offices conveyed congratulatory messages to the government. He said, 
"They not only considered the recent general election a victory for the 
Barisan Nasional [BN] but also personally for Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamed." He said this when commenting on local newspaper reports today 
[24 August] concerning the Arabic language magazine report. 


The report published by the ALMUJTAMMAK weekly magazine said that the 
government's move to hold the general election at an unappropriate time 
was to obstruct the nation's Islamic group's advance. The writer of the 
article, Abu Bakar, charged that the prime minister purposely held the 
general election during the Haj pilgrimage season so that the PAS [Pan 
Malaysian Islamic Party] supporter making the aj pilgrimage did not have 
the opportunity to cast their votes. 


The article also said PAS is supported by a large number of Muslims in 
this country while Barisan Nasional led by Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir is 
supported by non-Muslims. He said, “We will takerelevant action against 
this article." He also said his authorities will get in touch with the 
office of the Malaysian representative in Kuwait. Concerning the writer 
of the article, Syed Mohamed said it is difficult to determine whether he 
is 4 “alaysian citizen or not because the name “Abu” is a common name for 
Arabs. 
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MALAYSIA 


COMMENTARY VIEWS NONALIGNED POLICY COMMITMENT 
BKO21659 Kuala Lumpur International Service in English 0800 GMT 2 Sep 86 
[Station commentary] 


[Text] Malaysians have been observing national day and the 29th anniversary 
of the country's achievement as a sovereign nation. Today, Malaysia plays an 
important role in regional and international affairs and strives to promote 
stability and understanding in the world community. 


At the very onset, Malaysian leaders decided to enter into diplomatic 
relations with all nations irrespective of their political or economic 
ideologies. Malaysia, therefore, upholds nonalignment as the appropriate 
policy in the light of its national interests. 


Being a trading nation with economic links all over the world, Malaysia has 
endeavored to formulate and promote policies that will ensure better deals for 
its comnodity exports. Apart from being a signatory to several international 
commodity agreements, it supports a world economic forum [words indistinct] to 
bring about stable earnings from all commodity exports. 


Malaysia's sensitivity to the problems of small nations that depend on the 
production and sales of a few products is best demonstrated in its technical 
assistance programs. These schemes enable public officials from several South 
Pacific island states, the Maldives, as well as from Africa, to receive 
training awards to pursue public administration courses at the Malaysian 
Institute of Public Administration. The prime minister, Datuk Sri Dr 
Mahathir, has also been promoting the establishment of a permanent commission 
of the South to bring about more interactions among all small nation states of 
the world and more particularly in the Third World. This concern for the 
interests of the smali nations is also to be seen as one of Malaysia's prime 
achievements in the UN General Assembly, namely the quest for a new review for 
Antarctica. A few years ago, when the Malaysian prime minister drew the 
attention of the world community to the need to exaaine the current status of 
Antarctica and its resources, there was little interest in the resolution. 
Today, it is a matter of gratification that so many UN member states support 
the notion of (?treating) Antarctica and its resources as the common heritage 
of mankind. More international attention is also being focused on the 
weaknesses of the Antartica treaty, which enables an exclusive club to 
monopolize the icy continent. 











As far as ASEAN is concerned, Malaysia regards it as a cornerstone of its 
foreign policy. Malaysian leaders have supported all soves aimed at closer 
economic links among ASEAN members, as well as [word indistinct] negotiations 
with non-ASEAN states and economic entities, such as the European Community. 


On the issue of Kampuchea, Malaysia has made its cwn contribution to the 
formulation of peace proposals. One of them is the well known proximity talks 
proposal of the Malaysian prime minister, which has vdeen embodied in Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk's 8-point peace plan. 


Malaysian support for a Palestinian homeland and independence for Namibia is 
well known. Another important area which Malaysia is seeking greater 
international cooperation is the prevention of drug trafficking and drug 
abuse. 


In the years to come, Malaysia will try to continue its pragmatic tradition in 
external relations and work for a better world. 


/12913 
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MALAYSIA 


BRIEFS 


COALITION REACTS TO TAN'S RESIGNATION--Penang, Thursday--The Barisan Nasional 
cannot interfere in the resignation of Mr Tan Koon Swan as MCA [Malaysian 
Chinese Association] President, Deputy Prime Minister Ghafar Baba said today. 
The resignation, he added, was solely an MCA affair and the party had its own 
constitution to follow. “The Barisan cannot interfere in the internal affairs 
of a component party,” he said. Encik Ghafar, who is also Barisan secretary 
general, said the resignation would not adversely affect the image of the 
coalition. "We respect the laws of our country and those of another country,” 
he said. “Furthermore, Mr Tan resigned in a gentlemanly manner.” Last night, 
Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir Mohamed said the whole affair would not affect the 
government's image as Mr Tan was not a member of the cabinet. Speaking to 
reporters after the UMNO [United Malays National Organization] Supreme Council 
meeting, the prime minister said it wae up to che MCA to pick its leaders. 

“As you know, the cabinet has a vacancy. if the MCA submits a candidate, we 
will readily consider it,” he said. During the post-election cabinet 
reshuffle early this month, Dr Mahathir left the housing and local government 
slot vacant. It is now temporarily under the charge of Encik Ghafer. 
[Excerpt] [Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 29 Aug 86 p 2 BK] /12913 


DECISION DEFERRED-—-The Malaysian Chinese Association [MCA] Central Committee, 
which met in Kuala Lumpur today to discuss the resignation of Encik Tan Koon 
Swan as party president, has deferred decision on the matter pending the 
outcome of a meeting between Encik Tan and a party delegation leaving for 
Singapore tonight. MCA Deputy President Datuk Dr Ling Liong Sik said a 
decision would be made at a meeting tomorrow after the 7-man delegation 
returns home. The delegation will be led by national organizing secretary 
Wong Choon Wing. He told reporters the decision to send the delegation was 
mnanimously made at a 3-hour meeting. Datuk Ling eaid the delegation's 
mission was to convey to Encik Tan the [word indistinct] he might not have 
considered when he submitted his resignation letter. Meanwhile, Encik Tan 
Koon Swan, in his letter he wrote to all Central Committee and party seaubers, 
has urged them to give their full support for Datuk Dr Ling Liong Sik, who 
will take over the president post according to ‘he new party constitution. He 
expresved regrets that he could not carry on to serve the party. Encik Tan 
also apologized to the members as his involvement had tarnished the image of 
the party. He called on the present leadership to cooperate closely to bring 
the party to a new height. Encik Tan's resignation letter, which was dated 
the 27th of August, was released by che party headquarters to newsmen after 








the Central Committee meeting. [Text] [Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service in 
English 1330 GMT 2 Sep 86 BK] /12913 


JOINT BORDER OPERATIONS--The Malaysian Armed Forces and Thai Armed Forces will 
launch massive joint operations along their commor border if there is a 
communist threat in the area. The chief of the Armed Forces, General Tan Sri 
Ghazali Che Mat, said that considering that the communist threats were under 
control, the security forces from both countries have not conducted joint 
operations along the border for the past two to three years. He said this 
following a meeting with Thai Armed Forces chief of staff, General Banchop 
Bunnak, at the Ministry of Defense in Kuala Lumpur today. He said that. at 
the moment, both parties were satisfied with the joint operations which are 
held periodically in agreemert with Broder General Committee regulations. 
Speaking on security matters in the Malaysian Peninsula, he said that there 
still are remnants of communist terrorist groups in certain areas. The 
military forces of both countries will continue to conduct the joint border 
operations and, if it is proven that communist activities have increased, 
massive joint operations will be launched. About 200 communist terrorists are 
still active around the peninsula. [Text] [Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service in 
Malay 1230 GMT 4 Sep 86 BK] /12913 


AUTHORITIES DENY FABIAN VER EXPELLED--Kuala Lumpur, 31 Aug (AFP)--Malaysian 
police and immigration authorities have denied that former Philippine 
military chief Fabian Ver entered the east Malaysian state of Sabah this 
month and was asked to leave, press reports said here Sunday. “If the 
immigration authorities were aware of the general's presence, they would 
have informed us," Sabah police chief Ahmad Maulana Babjee was quoted as 
saying. Philippine Defence Minister Juan Ponce Enrile was quoted Friday 

as saying that General Ver, who fled the Philippines in February after a 
civilian-military revolt toppled President Ferdinand Marcos, used a Lebanese 
passport to enter Sabah and was asked to leave by the Malaysian authorities. 
An immigration Department officer said the department would have been 
informed of any order to the visitor to leave Sabah. CGeneral Ver was 

also said to have been seen in Brunei 2 months ago. [Text] [Hong Kong 

AF!’ in English 1000 GMT 31 Aug 86] /9604 


LIBYAN REVOLUTION DAY--Kuala Lumpur, 1 Sep (OANA-BERNAMA)--The Yang Di- 
pertuan Agong (king) has sent a congratulatory message to Libyan leader 
Colonel Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi in conjunction with the anniversary of the 
al-Fateh revolution Monday. He expressed hope for the continued progress 
and prosperity of the Libyan people under the leadership of Colonel 
Al-Qadhdhafi and for closer ties between the two countries. Prime “inister 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad sent a similar message to secretary of the general's 
people committee (sic) Jadallah Azuz al-Tolhi [BERNAMA spelling]. In 

his message, the prime minister expressed confidence that the existing 

ties between the two countries would be further strengthened. Foreign 
Minister Rais Yatim sent a similar mecsage to the secretary of the people's 
committee for foreign liaison bureau, Kamel Hassan al-Mansoor [BERMAMA 
spelling]. [Text] [Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 0431 GMT 1 Sep 86] /9604 


CSO: 4200/1391 











PHILIPPINES 


VASQUEZ COMMISS“.ON REPORT ON AQUINO-GALMAN TRIAL 


Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 1, 2 Aug 86 


15] 


[! Aug 86 pp 14, 


[Text of the report of the Vasquez Commission finding a mistrial in 


[Text } 


the Aquino-Galman case] 
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v hetee-cer, under the prevailing 
curcemetences, has not been re- 
polved with certitude and finality 
ty the netional leadership. Hence, 
to make the representations 
proyed for by the movants would 
in effect assume that o decision 
hed already been made on that 
cenda the simple neceasity of pre- 
eentirg the former President Mar- 
con as a witness in a fact-finding 
invertigation, if not preempt the 
determination of the same.” 

When the hearings are about to 
clore, the respondents announced in 
open ecerion their intention to secure 
e deporition of former President Mar- 
con to be used as part of their evi- 
dence. The Commission, in the hear- 
ing on July 14, 1986, advieed the 
roopond:« nta to file their motion to be 
allowed te get such deposition with 
the Supreme Court, such matter, in 
the opinien of the Commiasion, not 
being within its competency to act 
up. The Commission gave the re- 
trondents a period of two (2) days to 
file the proper pleading or motion 
vith the Supreme Court for that 
purpore. 

At the heoring on July 16, 1986, 
efter all the witnesses of the petition- 
em and the respondents have testi- 
fied, and the only possible remaining 
evidence for the would 
have bn the projected deposition of 
former President Marcos, the reapon- 
denta announced in open sesson that 
they beve decided to forego the tak- 
ing of enid deposition inasmuch es 
the tertimony of the proposed depo- 
nent would bv merely corroborative 
of the tcrtimonies of respondents Jus- 
tice Temarnan and Tanodbayan Jus- 
tice Fernandes 

While the Commission, time and 
epoin, exprereed ita intention and 
derire to comply with ite task within 
the lomited time frame granted by the 
Supreme Court, adequate leeway was 
allowed the parties, particularly the 
te pondente, to present whatever evi- 
dence they desired to offer and to 
fuily cross-examine the witnesses on 
any matter pertinent or relevant to 
the iseves involved. 

5. Ne memoranda filed.—Upon 
the close of hearings, and with the 
Commireron half-expecting the per- 
ties to ok for the opportunity to file 
their respective memoranda (which 
they repeatedly announced during 
the couree of the inge), the 


te pendents manifested that they do 
not intend to file any memorandum 
vith the Comminson, but would do se 
in the Supreme Court. The Commie 
rion wre prepared to give the parties 
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(26) accused as principals into charg 
ing some only as accomplices or 
ecoessories, the directive as wo the 
preventive custedy of the accused 
pending tnel; the handling of the 
case by Justice Pamaran himeaelf, the 
slleged lack of a valid raffling of the 
case to the Firet Divisson of the 
Sandiganbeyen, the coaching of wit- 
nesses and defense counsels. certain 
acts showing collusion between the 
court, the prosecution and the de 


The holding of a meeting in Mala- 
cahang Palace in the early evening of 
January 10, 1985, as testified to by 
Justice Herrera, was admitted by 


entrance of the Paloce, and 
proceeded to go up the elaire to the 
reception hall in the second floor 
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row mber Preadent Marcos saying 
that “the hoys are frantic” (Ibid, p. 8; 
and that mention was made about 
seme rules concerning the custedy of 
accv ed military personnel with their 
commanding officers (Ibid, pp. 10-11) 
The Pamaran version: 

Upon taking the witness stand, 
Justice Pamaran announced that he 
vould be tevtifying not as a witness 
fr the reopondenta, masmuch as he 
is teerely 9 “nominal party,” but for 
the sole purpese of provecting his 
nome oeornmst the mmputations made 
by Juctee Herrera (TSN, July 11, 
"Ss, pp. 6-8). 

Ansserime questions of his coun- 
et, Juctice Pamaran affirmed his 
proeence at the Malacafang confer- 
er > (het, p. 12) He declared that a 
Molecoteng aide called him at 
aroend 5.00 pm of January 10, 1986 
and to'd hem that the President 
vonted te ee hum at the Malacahang 
study room befeve 6:00 pm. (Ibid, p. 
11). that the ene who called could not 
tell hom chat the Premdent wanted 
te cee hem about, that he responded to 
the col! anyway “for the reason that I 
r pect the Office of the President, for 
curimaty alon and really to find out 
v hat i. oe afl about.” (Ibid, p. 14) that 
he did not actively participate in the 
dvvcurson because he was not yet 
fornilior with the case the same being 
then ett!l under preliminary inves- 
tration by the Tanodbayan (Ibid, pp. 
11.15», that he was not the one who 
renorked That os a better arrange- 
ment to the plan of filing the case so 
thot in cece of acquittal, double 
joopardy could attach (Ibid, pp. 14- 
Ios thet President Marcos did not 
Votre t bem to personally handle the 
cone, and be did not assure the Prer- 
dent thot he would do it inasmuch as 
coves on the Sandiganbayan are 
rowgred to a divimon by raffle (Ibid, 
p 16), that it is true that President 
'Taree: acted him as to how long it 
sevens id tobe hem to terminate or finish 
the tral ef the case, to which he 
rrevered that a case maybe termin- 
sted in 9 pormed of one, two, three or 
eicht months, er even more than a 
veer, dep nding on the number of the 
peeueed, the number of witnesres 
precented, ond the ities of the 
powres mevolwed (Thed, 17); that 
Preovtent Morcen esked him about 
the policy of the Sa yan with 
reopect te the of persons 
rernee] of non bailable offenses, to 
vluch he rephed that in such cases, 
the accuced os given to the custody of 
the worden of the City Jail of Manila, 
v hich is the nearest jail to the Sandi- 
grnbayon (Tbed, p 18), and that it is 
ret true, as testified to by Justice 
Herrere thet he called up the latter 





to ack that the mnformations be filed 
unmediately <0 as to take advantage 


was as yet no certitude that the 
Sandiganbayan wou.d handle the 


the like (Ibid, pp. 22 23) 
On cross-examination, Justice 


procedural matters (Ibid, pp 25-26), 
idea” about the discussion on the 


the remark “that is the better idea,” 
nor participate actively in the diacus- 
sion thereof (Ibid, pp 28 29), that he 
was acked about the subject of cus 
tody (Ibid, p. 32); that TV monitors 
and TV cameras were allowed in the 
course of the proceedings, such being 
of public knowledge (Ibid, p 32), but 
not during the raffle (Thid, pp 32-35) 
Justice Pamaran, in trying to wig- 
gie himself out of thie Malacana 
meeting with President Marcos 
that in so fer as he i concerned, only 


procedural matters were taken up . 


11 


with him Admistiag without belev. 
omg thes to be true. yet. on a follow up 
question by Justice German on what 

matters were thos, he 
replied that — custody of the accus-d 
if they cannot post bail, asagnment 
of the cases to the Division concerned, 
and the time frame within which to 


Improy 
at all” (Thid, pp. 75-76) He further 
denied knowing the stand of Pre«- 
dent Marcos regarding the assasnina- 
tion of Senator Benigno Aquino de- 
spite the wide publicity given to it in 
use he did not consder 
euch media reports to be “evident. 
ary’. nor even during the Malaca. 
nang conference on January 1 1985 
because of the passive attitude he 
adopted then. and President Marcos 
having spoken ina very low vorce due 
to hes aslment (Ibid, pp. 77-42). He 
could not remember if President Mar- 
cos said that the evidence gathered 
by the Agrava Board could not stand 
im Court (Ibid, p 85) He admitted 
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\or on eercement was reached as 
to filo the cose, omstead of diem- 

og ot, bat wrth some of the accused 
t) |» charged merely as accomplices 
or eccemores, and the question of 
preventive custedy of the accuse! 
basine thereby received satisfactory 
colutwon, Preadent Marcos took up 
the matter of who would try the case 
and bow lene it would take to be 
fins hed 

* -ording te Justece Herrera, Pres- 

lent Merces told Justice Pamaran 
r oot blank” to personally handle 

This was denied by Justice 
‘omscen Neo similer denial was 
voced by Juetice Fernandez in the 
entire course of hie two-way testi- 
mony dmtee Pamaran 
that euch erder could not have been 
miven ineemech as it was not yet 
certorn then that the Sandiganbeyan 
would try the cree and, besides, cases 
there are assigned by raffle to a 
divimon and not to a particular Jus- 
tice thereof 

It wes preposterous to expect Jus- 
tice Pameren to admit having re- 
ceived each presdential directive. 
Hire denial, however, falls to pieces in 
the lycht of the fact that the case was 
indeed handled by him after being 
resigned to the division headed by 
him A suppeertion of mere coinci- 
dence ie at once dispelled by the 
corcurnstance that he was the only 
one from the Sandiganbayan called to 
the Molecanang conference wherein 
the «od directive was given. Moreov- 
er, ao will be shown later, there was 
no competent evidence presented by 
the re pendents to show that the case 
was raffled to the Sandiganbayan 
Firet Division; or if so, why it was 
aeugned to Justice Pamaran and not 
to one of the two other members of 
enid Firet Divison. 

The eivine of euch directive to 
Juetice Pomaran may also be infer- 
red from his admiamon that he gave 
Dreudent Marcos the possible time 
frame when esked as to how long it 
would take him to finish the case. 

The teetimony of Justice Herrera 
that. during the conference, and after 
an agreement was reached on filing 
the ener and subsequentl —-y- 
the accueed, Presdent oun 
them “Okay, mag moro-moro ne 
lamang kayo”, and that on their way 
out of the room, Marcos 
expreeied hie thanks to the group end 
uttered “I know how to reciprocate,” 
did not receive any denial or contra- 
diction either on the part of Justice 
Fernender or Justice Pamaran. (No 
other pereon present in the confer- 
ence was presented by the respon- 
dents Despite an earher manifesta- 
tion by the reepondenta of their inten- 
tion to preeent Fiecal Bernabe and 
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inferred from the admutted fact that 
not having been given seats during 
the two-hour conference (Justice Fer 
nandez said 1t was not that long, but 
did not say how long) in which Pres: 
dent Marcos did the talking most of 
the time, they listened to him on 
their feet. Verily, it can be said that 


H 
‘ 
iF 


ia 
AHHH fi 
te 
BANAL 


ris 


[ie 
Hi 
=f Z 


i 
: 


ances during such proceedings 

We ehall enumerate such inst. 
ances, the evidences in 
connection therewith, and our 
appraisal of such evidences 
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SHAHANI RAPS FOREIGN AID, URGES SELF-RELIANCE 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 6 Aug 86 p 5 
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TUCF SUPPORTS AQUINO STANCE ON U.S. BASES 





PHILIPPINES 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 5 Aug 86 p 2 


[Text] 
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US military facilities until 1991 and 
for leaving the options open to renego- 
tiation. 
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TUC?’s views in relation to the securi- 
ty, economic and political implications 
of deciding for the retention or the loss 
of the facilities. 


But recognizing related controver- 
sies, the paper also urged for a clarifice- 
tion of the issue of neocolonialism and 
imperialism which is perceived by 
many to be related to the weaty. It 
also called for a renegotiation of the 
labor agreement to accommodate the 
pievances of Filipino employes at the 


For the long run, however, TUCP 
said the world should sce all forcign 
bases and nuclear weapons removed 
from its face. 
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KMU ASSAILS RESUMPTION OF PAG-IBIG ‘CONTRIBUTIONS’ 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in english 5 Aug 86 pp 1, 7 
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PHILIPPINES 


CEBU LABOR OFFICIAL HITS KMU FOREIGN FUNDS 


Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 1 Aug 86 p 8 
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COJUANGCO SEEKS OUSTER OF SMC BOARD 


Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 2 Aug 86 p 1/ 
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PHILIPPINES 


MALAYA COLUMNIST WARNS OF AFP FRATERNAL GROUPS 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 7 Aug 86 p 4 


[Commentary by Luis R. Mauricio: 


{Text } 


HE ARMED FORCES policy - if 
policy it can be called — on the 
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"Fraternal Comrades in Arms"] 


The Diablo wes organized in the 
early "80s by young officers, mostly 
non-commissioned ones, as @ fraternity 
for common protection against abuse 
by senior officers. In order to hide its 
true objective, which is basically un- 
congenial to the upper icvel of com- 
mand, the members claimed it was 
formed to combat communism. The 
usual 

A fraternity to combat commvu- 
nism within « military organization 
whose basic orientation is to combat 
communism? The ebsurdity of its 
stated purpose failed to srouse the 
skepticism of the military superior. 

When its leadership shifted to the 
South, the mysticism in the wooded 
Agusan-Bukidnon-Surgao arca rubbed 
off on the group and erclong its lea- 
ders were wearing titles like “supreme 
godfather-consultent™ and members 
began sporting tattoos in their palms — 
like the Sigue-Sigue, OXO, and Batang 
Meynile gangs (except thet, to these 
thice, tattoos in the palms were effe- 
minate, those in the breasts and legs 
macho) 

Pretty soon, the organization was 
being dismissed by observers as an 

tration. 

HE ‘WE BELONG’ movement was 

formed by young commissioned 
officers, military academy alumai, 
who resented the fect that, with 
Febian Ver, an integree (i.c., non-PMA 
man, who rose from the ROTC and/or 
cadre training ranks) at the head of the 
AFP, the military rabble was lording it 
over the military elite. 





/13046 
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Its leadership was nebulous; no one 
wanted to come out openly as its 
avowed leader. Those who “belonged” 
knew one another, though, and that 
sufficed. 

Its existence first came into light 
during the PMA graduation exerciscs 
in 1985, when, out of nowhere, pla- 
cards seeking AFP reforms materia- 
lized as Marcos was on his way to the 
graduation grounds. 

Remembering that the picketers 
were PMAcrs, Marcos thought that the 
reforms sought were limited to non- 
extension of service of retirable offi- 
cers, in order to enable PM Acts to gct 
into the saddle. And since he was 
averse to retiring his favorite generals 
who had been “tested for their canine 
loyalty, Marcos did not give the We 
Belong movement the attention it de- 
served. 


T WAS at about this time that the 

refurmists under the influence of 
Minister FEntile co-opted the We 
Belong leadership. Since the latter was 
faceless, it was not difficult for media 
to lump both groups as of the same 
brand of reformists. In duc time, the 
We Belong movement faded entirely 
from the pages of newspapers, its place 
taken up by RAM. which surfaced, du- 
fing the Febsuary snap revolution as 
the military mainstay of Minister Fari- 
le and General Ramos. 

Ewti and 
became allies afict August 1983. Ver 
had just bested Ramos for the position 
of AFP chief-of-taff, Then on August 
1, just a few days before Nimoy Aqui- 
no was (to be) assassinated, Marcos 
issued an order lopping off the De- 
fense Minister from the chain of com- 
mand between’ the Commander in. 
Chief and the Chief-of-Staff This 
meant that Ver was to be responsible 
directly to Marcos, bypassing fF nrile 

The same order authorized Ver to 
form regional united commands 
(RUCS) in each region, thus cficctively 
neutralizing the PC/INP chief (Ramos) 
from his command authority over pro- 
vincial PC/INP commanders The latter. 
under the RUC setup, had to receive 
their orders directly from the RUC 
commanders (who were, defimiicly. 
Marcos-Ver men). , 

It was logical for RAM to gravitate 
toward the wnofficial Enrile Ramos 
alliance. In order to throw the Marcus. 
Ver intelligence hound dogs of f-sense , 
the reformists’ meeting with their spi. 
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ritual godfathers were not hidden. In 
fact they were publicized in the media, 
where it was made to appear that the 
RAM hed asked from their supenors, 
and were granted, permission to pre- 
sent and ait personally their grievances 
and suggestions for reform. 

This way they succeeded in protec- 
ting the conspiratory character of their 
organization from the prying eyes and 
ears of Marcos. 

ECAUSE of its vital role in the 
February revolution, the RAM 
became the cock of the walk after the 
Aquino government was instalicd. 

In the ensuing reorganization of the 
AFP, plum positions went as rewards 
to the RAM. But the RAM member- 
ship, by this time, had become many- 
tiered; and those identified as Enrile 
boys were first-class citizens in the 


Incvitebly « rift within the RAM 
ranks developed. And new “fraternal 
organizations” in the mould of the 
RAM have proliferated. Among thesc 
are the IROG (lntegrees and Reserved 
Officers Group) , the ROAD (Reserve 
Officers in Active Duty), BROTHERS 
and GUARDIAN. 


The GUARDIAN is the recycled 
DIABLO, but is a back-up organize 
tion of RAM. it has become a founda- 
tion and it has taken in as members en- 
listed men, policemen, judges and fis- 
cals. The foundation chairman is repu 
ted to be Col. Greg “Gringo” Honasan, 
known far and wide as Enrile'’s chief 
of security. 

The armed men bearing high-po 
wered weapons, whose military pre- 
sence during the July 6 coup at the 
Manila Hotel gave assurance to the 
Marcos consentidores (willing victims) 
that Cory's defense minister had cast 
his lot with them, wore GUARDIAN 
headbands and insignias 


Is it just mere coincidence that the 
officer whom Minister Enrile sent un 
July 7 to the Luneta grandstand to re- 
ceive the Guardian armed men (in- 
volved in the coup) who wanted to 
give themscives up peacefully was the 
Guardian foundation chairman him- 
self? 

Is it any wonder that, nght away 
the “surrendering” armed men were 
whisked to Camp Bonifacio, where 
they received absolution for what was 
clearly an act of insubordination, if 
not rebellion, from Enrile and Ramos 
no less? 
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Manila THE NEW PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 25 Jul 86 pp 1, 7 


BISHOPS CONFERENCE AIRS POLITICAL CONCERNS IN MALACANANG 


"Critical 


“Bishops’ Role in Gov't: 


{Article by F.C. Borlongan: 
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PAPER REPORTS, ANALYZES VATICAN DOCUMENT ON REVOLUTION 


Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 3 Aug 86 p 7 


{Article by Roy Cimagala: 
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PHILIPPINES 


EXPORT PRODUCTS SMUGGLING TO ROK REPORTED 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 5 Aug 86 p 6 


{Article by Benjie Guevarra] 
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PHILIPPINES 


DAILY REPORTS SUGAR WORKERS’ LOSSES TO NASUTRA 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 5 Aug 86 p 3 


[Article by Joey Salgado] 


[Text] 


g phat 522335 


eee sibii 22 


saz bs. 


HIE HHH 
nu 
ee bal tiii i fH 


i i sn | 


A DP re iT 1 iy 
ihe Mi uin at il 
i Hire ant 
f “i BMT 
Mil ale f ii 


4200/1395 


/13046 
CSO: 


32 














PHILIPPINES 


CONSTANTINO LAUDS LABOR OPPOSITION TO NEDA PLAN 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 6 Aug 86 p 4 


“Labor's Development Vision" ] 


[Commentary by Renato Constantino: 
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PHILIPPINES 


COCONUT CHAIRMAN ANSWERS CRITICS ON LEFT, RIGHT 
Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 5 Aug 86 p 9 


{Letter to Editor by Oscar F. Santos, Chairman of the Philippine Coconut 
Authority, Quezon City, date not given] 


{| Text] 


This concerns the so-called “demr 
litarization” at the Philippine Coconut 
Authority, as well as the consequences 
of the coco levy audit to my person. 

When | assumed office as PCA 
chairman, | had thought that the mili 
tary personnel here on detail could 
stay on They have years of experience 
in an admittedly complicated indusuy 
like the coconut. 

1 had thought also that somehow 
we could sct the cxampicof fecon-- 


And that is the reason why | did 
not hesitate to take in the so-called 
“jeftists” group coming from the UP. 
They have intimate understanding of 
the plight of the masses and | think 
could offer fresh directions so that the 
bigger number of the coconut farmers 
could truly be made participants in 
and bencficiaries of the fruits of the 
industry. 

But it seems it was not to be that 
way. Despite my efforts, both groups 
could not yet along with one another. 
And | have been accused of coddling 
the military on one hand and coddling 
the “leftists” on the other. 

Since the existence of the two 
groups of PCA was not favorably per- 
ceived by the industry and the public, 
expecially by media, | therefore 
decided (1) to request Gen. Ramos to 
recall the military from the authority 
and (2) not to renew the contracts of 
the so-called “leftists”. 

My action, however, touched o:' 4 
veritable deluge of telegrams, letters, 
petitions and personal appeals from a 
large majority of PCA employees, 
especially the regional administrators 


35 


and the fieldmen who requested re 
consideration of the recall of Col. Due 
nas, et al 

| decided to heed the clamor of 
PCA officers and employees for their 
continuance but up to yearend only. 
This | hope will allow for a smooth 
transition until their replacements will 
have been trained. 

On the audit of the levy, let me re- 
peat that it involves P9.6-billion 
collection from the coco farmers, 
a sum big enough to build 200 new 
buildings similar to the PCA. For the 
last 10 years, they wanted to know 
what happened to the levy collections. 
Four of us in Quezon got elected to 
the Batasan on the promise that we 
will seek an inquiry into and public 
disclosure on how the money was 
spent. | tried to bring this matter at 
the floor of the Batasan three times. 
Three times | was denied. 

When President Aquino asked me 
to help the industry as PCA chairman, 
accounting and auditing of the levy 
were matters | promptly attended to. 
The COA conducted the audit upon 
Our request. Excerpts from the report 
of the 20-man COA audit team were 
repeatedly published in the news 


The has resulted to sequestration 
of Cocofed. The Mindanao and Bicol 
farmers insisted on that Also, on their 
request, the COA report was officially 
endorsed to Tanodbayan for action. 

As a result of my “hou 
1 must have stepped on powerful toe. 
A vicious vilification campaign to dis- 
credit me, appears to be going on in 
earnest. | have been told that certain 
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HEALTH MINISTRY REORGANIZATION EFFORTS REPORTED 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 5 Aug 86 p 3 


{Article by Romy Tangbawan] 


is a: 
hha Hot i iF 


it! i hE Hii 


i i, 


| 
Bahl: Hi 
i oe ai HET ii gtatl 


[Text] 


4200/1395 


/13046 


CSO: 


37 








MINISTRY SPOKESMAN ON OBJECTIVES AT HARARE SUMMIT 
BKO11559 Singapore Domestic Service in English 1400 GMT 1 Sep 86 


[Text] Singapore will strongly support Indonesia's bid to host the 1989 
nonsligned summit. This is because it views that, as one of the founder 
members of the movement, Indonesia will be eminently qualified. 


A spokesman from the Foreign Ministry said compared to other regional groups 
and considering its size, Asia has not had a chairmanship for a very long 
time. In his briefing to reporters on Singapore's objectives at the summit, 
the spokesman said Singapore will strongly support Indonesia's position on 
this issue, if it is raised at the meeting. He pointed out that significant 
improvements have been made in the sociceconamic condition of the East 
Timorese since integration with Indonesia in 1976. The Indonesians have 
opened the province to a number of foreign visitors, including journalists, 
who found the situation to be peaceful and that government-sponsored 
development projects have been implemented in the province. Singapore, 
therefore, believes that the item does not merit inclusion in the text of a 
declaration in the Harare summit. 


At the summit, Singapore will also support Malaysia's proposal for setting up 
a South commission as the focal point for promoting dialogues on major issues 
facing the South. The proposal was first made at the South-South II 
conference last May. It called for such a commission to assess the present 
situation of the South, identify its options, and recommend concrete steps 
concerning future South-South cooperation. 





On the Cambodian issue, ASEAN members of the Nonaligned Movement-—-Singapore, 
Malaysia, and Indonesia--will continue to seek a watching brief. The 
spokesman said little discussion on Cambodia is expected and the summit 
meeting will focus on those issues related to the situation in southern 
Africa. But the Cambodian issue, he said, is still alive and will be further 
pursued in what he described es the right tine. 
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TAN'S BAIL APPLICATION REJECTED—Jailed Malaysian businessman-politician Tan 
Koon Swan yesterday failed in his application for bail pending appeal against 
his sentence for his role in the Pan-El affair. Chief Justice Mr Wee Chong 
Jin, sitting as presiding judge of the Court of Criminal Appeal, gave three 
reasons for dismissing the application: One, Tan had pleaded guilty and the 
courts did not normally grant beil to those who took this course of action and 
had been convicted. Two, Trial Judge Mr Justice Lai Kew Chai had already used 
his discretion in rejecting an application for bail immediately after he had 
sentenced Tan to two yeers’ jail and a fine of $500,000 [Singapore dollars] 
last Tuesday. Three, the reasons given by Tan and his lawyer in their 
application for bail were purely personal. The latest court decision seans 
that Tan, who was convicted of abetting former Pan-El finance director Tan Kok 
Liang in criminal breach of trust of about $145,000 [Singapore dollars] 
belonging to the company, will heve to spend at least another soath in 
Changi's Moon Crescent Jail before his appeal agaiust sentence comes up for 
hearing. [By Ben Davidson and Conrad Raj] [Excerpt] [Singapore THE STRAITS 
TIMES in English 2 Sep 86 p 2 BK] /12913 
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want in Thailand without being arrested for leaving the stipulted 


"green cards," or "passes." Those with a green card can travel 
Normally, Vietnamese cannot live outside that province. 
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Later on, I learned that these charitable donations help V. 
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FISHERIES OFFICIAL REPORTS CAPTIVES IN BURMA, SRV 


Bangkok DAILY NEWS in Thai 9 Aug 86 p 20 
(Unattributed report: "About 500 Thai Fishermen Are in Jail in Burma") 








(Text] Mr Plotprasop Suratwadi, the deputy director-general of the Department 
of Fisheries, said that Burma seized 12 Thai fishing boats during the period 
ee approximately 500 Thai fishermen are in jail 





The deputy director-general said that Burmese officials have not punished 
foreign fishermen who have violated Burvese territorial waters in accord with 
the Law of the Sea. Instead, they have charged them with various offenses, 
such as entering the country illegally, bringing weapons into the country, 
oe cae and fishing illegally in Burmese territorial waters. 


Offenders can be jailed for pag 172 2, 4s 
snus to ts oe ot Oh om , ee oe ne ee ee oe Gee 


been charged with smugg ling equipment into the country even though the 
cqsamst: wan coamumt: aed an the fishing boats. 


As for the lives of the Thai fishermen jailed in Burma, Mr Plotprasop ssid 
that based on statements made by fishermen who have returned, their lives are 
very difficult. a i Prisoners can bathe only twice a 
week. The same same thing is true for food . They are usually fed boiled vegetables. 
Occasionally, they are given mackerel. 

The deputy director-general said that besides the Thai fishermen seized by 
Burma, during that same period, thet is, from October 1985 to July 1986, 


Vietnam seized 22 Thai fishing boats, Malaysia seized 53 boats, India seized 
11 boats, and Bangladesh seized 1 boat. If the average value of a boat is 2 
million baht, altogether, boats worth approximately 200 million baht have been 
seized. 
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Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 11-17 Aug 86 p 18 


ADVOCACY GROUP'S OPEN LETTER PROTESTS PREM APPOINTMENT 
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Opposition to appointing an outsider prime minister 





(Letter by Associate Professor Siwong Sumit, secretary general of the People's 
Coordinating Committee for Democracy (PCCD) ) 


[Text] 31 July 1986 


Subject 
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VOTE-BUYING, CAMPAIGN TRICKS IN NORTHEAST DESCRIBED 


Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 11-17 Aug 86 pp 27, 28 


One week before the election, the IDRA Data Center reported that “vote-buying 
is most prevalent in the northeast, including both the upper and lower 
northeast. Fy nghny ag 7 AK, 15 July, at least 80 million 

to buy votes. Of this, at least 30 million baht had been 
the various constituencies in Nakhon Ratchasima Province. About 20-35 


what business these three men are engaged. Simply mentioning the names 
"“Osathasapha" and "Coke" indicate how wealthy they are. 


In Constituency 1 in Buriram, Mr Phonthep Techaphaibun brought in quantities 
of Mekong whiskey and sold it for 1 baht per glass. Similarly, Mr Pricha 
of the Krung Thai Tractor Company distributed gifts in 

















Constituency 4 in Ubon Ratchathani Province, easily winning a seat in 
parliament. The Eagle, Gen Kriangsak Chamanan, who is called the “scourge of 
i thing. 


Besides the businessmen from outside these areas, local political businessmen 
also did quite well. In Maha Sarakham, Mr Prayut Siriphanit and his team won 


Party in firm control of this area, with the party winning 9 of the 15 seats. 


Those are just a few examples indicating the situation in the northeast, which 
is shifting from an agricultural-based society to an industrial-based society. 
way of life is affecting every aspect of village life. Thus, it is 
ising that political businessmen were able to win by paying villagers 
10-50 or giving them various gifts, such as two packets of pain-killing 
medicine, six ducks, and two bottles of fish sauce. 


Northeastern Democracy, Wealthy People [Sia] 
The fact that the Democrat Party managed to win 28 seats in the northeast does 


not mean that the people voted for the party because of its great reputation. 
Rather, it is necessary to consider each person who ran for election and won. 


In Sakon Nakhon and Kalasin, even though Mr Khunthong Phuphiuduan, the 


Mr Wichit Saengthong won a seat in Sisaket. Everyone knows that he 
as "Sia Wichit. Mr Withaya Khan-asa, a newcomer, managed to win in 
a 
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in the northeast is that many radio 


many of these people won. Eaamples are Mr 


1 in Falasin, Mr Chawalit Mahachan in 





Constituency 1 in Sisaket. These people already had a base of 


in 


SS ee ee Thus, by using various “factors,” it was relatively 


easy for them to win 





Se Se oS the political businessmen will definitely 
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(Text] If we list the ministries that are concerned with economic matters, it 
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the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, the Ministry of 


Bangkok DAILY NEWS in Thai 17 Aug 86 pp 5, 14 
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brother, Mr Chumphon Silapa-acha, served as deputy minister of commumications 
during the period that he [Chumphon] was deputy speaker of the House. If he 
does anything, he will probably have to look back to the time of Mr Chumphon," 
Observed the news source. 


As for the Ministry of Industry, from what has been done so far in forming a 
team, it can be seen that even though the Thai Nation Party has given control 
of this ministry to Mr Pramuan Saphawasu, a building contractor, because the 
nephew of the leader of the Thai Nation Party, Mr Kon Thapparangsi, has been 
appointed deputy minister of industry, it must be admitted that the real 
minister will be Mr Kon rather than Mr Pramuan. Another thing that must be 
watched is whether there is a “direct link" from Maj Gen Chatchai Chunhawan, 


is a great chance of problems arising within the Ministry of Industry unless 


nag By Fg ty A Ry 

deputies were fellow members of the SAP. "Mr Surat is a gentle man who is good 
at coordinating interests. Unless problems — SSS eee Se 
should be relatively quiet at this ministry, wi 
responsibilities," said a businessman. 


Viewing things this way, administration in the important economic ministries 
will remain virtually unchanged. The political parties have "played" with the 
economic ministries without achieving very much. The fact that Mr Suthi 
Singsane has returned to the Ministry of Finance with a high position means 
that "there will be a continuation of the previous financial and monetary 
policies rather than any radical shift in direction," said the news source. 


! 
: 
: 
: 


Even though the Democrat Party will have a very capable person, that is, Dr 
Suphachai Phanitphak, serving as deputy minister of firance, the final 
decisions will be made by Mr Suthi. And it is thought that Mr Suphachai will 
be responsible for development and planning tasks rather than the day-to-day 
tasks and problems requiring urgent attention. The foundation has already been 
laid, but little has been done to implement things. "As for the problems 
involving the financial institutions and banks, senior people are well aware 
of the problems and have made preparations to solve them. It's just that the 
time hasn't been right. But now that the senior people at the finance ministry 
and the new minister have reached an understanding, they will probably be able 
to move forward," said the news source in the Ministry of Finance about future 
directions. 


Based on the actual situation today, because the budget deficit is still a 
major problem, foreign debt creation must be controlled, there must be 
financial discipline, and monetary policy must continue to stress the 
stability of the economic system and value of the baht so that problems do not 
arise. Thus, the Ministry of Finance will not be able to take any radical 
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, the Prem 5 government and the new economic cabinet offer 
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Bangkok DAILY NEWS in Thai 18 Aug 86 p 5 
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FEW CHANGES EXPECTED IN FINANCE MINISTRY 
Bangkok DAILY NEWS in Thai 15 Aug 86 p 3 


(Unattributed report: "Few Major Changes in Finance Ministry, National Bank; 
Kamchon, Banthit, Kraisi Still Firmly in Place") 


[Text] There is just one C-10 position vacant in the Ministry of Finance. Few 


expected. Kamchon still has the right to stay on in this position. Another 
deputy under secretary position, a C-10 position, will be created. 


A news source from the Ministry of Finance said that in the wake of the 
appointment of Mr Suthi Sinsane as the new minister of finance in place of Mr 
Sommai Huntrakun, no major changes are expected in the Ministry of Finance. In 
particular, Mr Kamchon Sathirakun is expected to stay on as governor of the 
Bank of Thailand. This is because they have worked together ever since Mr 
Kamchon served as the director of the Fiscal Policy Office. 


"Normally, the Ministry of Finance considers transferring people around the 
middle of September. But Mr Suthi won't have to spend much time evaluating 
people, because he was deputy minister and so he already knows them. It isn't 
yet apparent whether Mr Suthi will put his own people in key positions. This 
is because it isn't yet clear which are his people. One such person, Mr 
Suphachai Phisitwanit, who is Mr Suthi's secretary, was appointed deputy 
director-general of the Comptroller-General's Department just recently." 


The news source from the finance ministry said that only one person at 
the C-10 level will retire this year. That is Mr Bunchu Angsusing, the 
inspector general. As for Mr Sunthon Sathianthai, another inspector general, 
even though he is not old enough to retire, there are rumors that he will 
resign because of bad health. Besides this, the Ministry of Finance has asked 
permission to establish another deputy under secretary position. The Civil 
Service Commission approved this. This will go into effect on 1 October. Thus, 
there will be two vacant C-10 positions if Mr Sunthon Sathianthai does not 
resign. "We will not submit any names to the minister until the new budget, 
that is, the 1987 budget, is approved, so that we have money for salaries. But 
we are now looking at several people, said Mr Phanat Simasathian, the under 
secretary of finance. He explained that the ministry needs another deputy 








under secretary in order to divide the workload, which is very heavy. The work 
of the three deputy under secretaries will be redivided. At present, Mr 
Phuchong Phengsi oversees the Fiscal Policy Office, and Mr Phaichit 
Rotchanasanit oversees the revenue collection departments the 


Comptroller-General's Department. 


However, the news source said that normally, those at the C-9 level, that is, 
the level of director-general, are transferred every 4 years. Those who have 
been at this level for 4 years already include Mr Kraisi Chatikawanit, the 


director-general of the Customs Department, and Mr Banyat Bumyapana. At the 
C-8 level, those who have completed their term include ML [royal title—FBIS] 
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CHAWALIT HONORS ATHIT, CHUTHAI FOR SERVICE 
Bangkok SENASAN in Thai Jul 86 pp 3, 4 
(Commendations awarded to Gen Athit Kamlangek, the supreme commander, and Gen 


(Text) Commendation to Gen Athit Kamlangek, the Supreme Commander 
While serving as RTA CINC from 1 October 1982 until 27 May 1986, Gen Athit 











fellow soldiers. He scored many achievements in carrying out his duty of 
maintaining national security. He was trusted by his superiors, loved by his 
fellow officers, and respected by his subordinates. 


The record of Gen Chuthai Saengthawip will be remembered by his subordinates 
and serve as a good example for then. 


Announced on 4 June 1986 
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ARMY JOURNAL PROFILES CHAWALIT CAREER 
Bangkok SENASAN in Thai Jul 86 pp 5-8 
(Background on Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut, the RIA CINC) 
(Text) Background and Education 
Background: 

Rank and name: Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut 
Age: 54 

Date of birth: 15 May 1932 
Place of birth: Bangkok Metropolitan 
Nationality: Thai 

Religion: Buddhist 


Marriage status: Married to Lady Phankhrua Yongchaiyut. They have three 
daughters. 


Other: Height: 165 cm. Weight: 65 ky. Fair complexion. Medium build. 


Current residence: 69/15 Pin Praphakhom Lane, Talat Khwan Subdistrict, Muang 
District, Nonthaburi Province. 


Education: 
1969: Senior officers paratroop course, Class 2, Thailand. 


1964: U.S. Army Command and General Staff College. Staff course (Fort 
Leavermorth) . 


1963: Army Command and General Staff College, Thailand. 
1962: Military commmications school, Thailand. Battalion commander course. 
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1961: 9th Corps, Okinawa, Japan. Training course on repairing commmications 
equipment. 


1959: Army Communications School, Fort Monmouth, United States. Microwave 
equipment repair course. 


1953: Chmlachomklao Royal Military Academy, Thailand. 
1949: Triamudom School, Grade 11, Ammuaisin School. 
Military Ranks and Positions 

Military ranks: 

Jamuary 1954: Acting sublieutenant 

Jamuary 1955: Sublieutenant 

Jamuary 1956: Lieutenant 

Jamuary 1959: Captain 

October 1961: Major 

October 1965: Lieutenant Colonel 

October 1969: Colonel 

October 1979: Major general 

October 1982: Lieutenant general 

October 1985: General 

Military positions: 

May 1986: Appointed RTA CINC 

October 1985: Army chief of staff 

1983: Deputy army chief of staff 

1982: Assistant army chief of staff for operations 


1981: Director, Directorate of Operations; head of operations, National 
Peacekeeping Command. 


1980: Director, Directorate of Operations 
1979: Aide to the 1 inister of defense and attached to Amy Headquarters 
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1971: Divisional chief, Directorate of Operations 
1968: Staff officer attached to the Directorate of Operations 
1967: Operations and training officer with the Volunteer Regiment 


1960: Commander of a rear area commmications equipment repair company, 
Signal Department 


Decorations 

5 December 1964: Mehaporamaphon Order of the Elephant 
5 May 1964: Order of Ctailachcmklao Second Class 

5 December 1983: Mahawachira Mongat 

5 December 1982: Prathommaphon Order of the Elephant 
5 May 1982: Order of Cmilachonklao Wiset Third Class 
5 December 1980: Prathcameaphon Monat Thai 

5 December 1976: ‘Thawidiyaphon Order of the Elephant 
5 December 1974: ‘Thawidiyaphon Mongiaut Thai 

5 December 1970: Order of the Elephant, Third Class 
25 September 1970: Medal of Freedom, Second Class 





December 1968: Bronze star, V Class 


17 December 1968: Explosives branch insignia to go with the theater victory 
medal (Vietnam) 


10 September 1968: ‘Theater victory medal (Vietnam) 
5 December 1966: Monglut Thai decoration, Third Class 
5 December 1964: Order of the Elephant, Fourth Class 
5 December 1962: Monglart Thai, Fourth Class 

5 December 1961: Order of the Elephant, Fifth Class 
18 November 1953: Monglat Thai gold medal 

Political positions (1981 to the present): 
19863-present: Senator 











1981: Chairman of the mergy, Resources, and Exvirormental Study Committee 
1981: Advisor to the prime minister 
Special duties (1951-1983): 


26 October 1983: Appointed special officer attached to the ist King's Guard 
Infantry Regiment and the 4th King's Guard Cavalry Regiment. 


24 September 1983: Appointed special officer attached to the 3lst King's 
Guard Infantry Regiment. 


16 April 1983: Appointed special aide-~de-camp to the king. 


21 March 1983: Director of the Amy Operations Center and chief of operations 
at the Operations Center, National Peacekeeping Commard. 


14 May 1981: Appointed royal aide-de-camp. 

1969-1972: Special commmist suppression duties. 

16 Jarmary-20 August 1967: Served in Vietnan. 

1965-1966: Special duties in halting cammmist incursions. 


30 June-5 September 1951: Special duties in suppressing the 29 June 1951 
insurrection. 


Special Activities 
Writings, lectures, and interviews: 


18 August 1985: Lecture on the topic "Thailand and Solving the Cambodian 
Problem" on the Conversations on the Country's Problems program. Appeared 
together with Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila, the minister of foreign 
affairs, and Squadron Leader Prasong Sunsiri, the secretary general of the 
ational Security Council. 


April 1985: Lecture on the topic "The United Front of the Commmist Party of 
Thailand” given at a meeting of the Psyops Committee, Internal Security 


Operations Command. 


March 1985: Lecture on the topic "The Role of the Military and Politics" 
given at a seminar for public relations officials in Hat Yai District, 


Songkhla Province. 


February 1985: Lecture on the topic “Problems in the Struggle Against the 
Communist Party of Thailand” given to officers attending the Amy Command and 
General Staff College. 


April 1983: Lecture on the topic "The Security of the Nation” given at a 
meeting of members of the Business Management Association of Thailand. 
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October 1962: Lecture on the topic "Summary of the Results of the Struggle To 
Defeat the Cammmists, 1962" given at the conference to summarize the results 
of the struggle to defeat the commmists at the CRA (Cmwlachomklao Royal 
Military Academy) auditorium. 


July 1982: Lecture on the topic "Strategic Offensive, National Politics" 
given at a meeting of the Anti-Commumist Policy Committee at the National 
Security Council. 


October 1981: Lecture on the topic “Evaluation of the Results of the 
Strategic Offensive and Anti-Communist Struggle Plans" given at the CRMA 


April 1980: Order No 66/23 on anti-commmist policy. 
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IRREGULAR COMBAT FORCE CRIMES, 


JiLe 


The editor of KHAO 


[Text] The ‘Thahan Phran Irrequlars and a Question 


15 July 1986 


Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 11-17 Aug 86 p 7 
{Letter by a "resident of Sichon") 
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Tf there is any doubt about the truth of this, you can send people to the 
provincial police station in Sichon District to verify the facts and to 
question villagers in Sichon and Tha Sala districts. 


Considering this from the standpoint of Order 47/1986 and what the commander 
of the TPI forces said in an interview, there is great doubt about whether or 
not we will be able to defeat the commmists. Because these activities are 
actually increasing the strength of the commmists. Villagers have been forced 
to flee into the jungle or become communists. They are very afraid of the 
thahan phran irregulars. 


I would like to ask Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut, the RTA CINC, to give attention 
to the suffering of the villagers. Because he is the one who established the 
thahan phran irregulars. In an interview concerning the future of the thahan 
phran irregulars and TPI budget funds, or the sweat and tears of the 
villagers, Maj Gen Chatchaloem Lekwanitthammawithak, the commander of the 
thahan phran irregulars, said that "we are villagers and work like villagers." 
This is why the people have to "cough up blood" and why they are kicked 


unconscious by thahan phran irregulars. 


If such things continue to happen based on Order 47/1986, it will be the 
villagers who contime to suffer. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE, AND AID 


ARMY PAPER HAILS SOVIET NUCLEAR TEST MORATORIUM 
BK291415 Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 29 Aug 86 


[Text] The Hanoi army paper QUAN DOI NHAN DAN on Friday [29 August] carries 
an article hailing the Soviet Union decision to expand its unilateral 
moratorium on nuclear test and criticizing the Reagan administration's 
negative attitude toward this Soviet initiative. The paper says: Public 
opinion from east to west, north to south, and from ordinary people to leaders 
and well known politicians have praised the Soviet Union's courage and 
clearsighted decision. They consider this an expression of a new political 
thinking, the clearsightedness and high sense of responsibility of the Soviet 
Union toward nuclear disarmament and the prevention of war danger in the 
present complicated situation when the nuclear arsenals of the nuclear 
superpowers are so big that they can easily exterminate life on earth dozens 
of times. 


The paper says: This is the fourth time the Soviet Union has decided to 
extend its nuclear test moratorium. All people of conscience say this is a 
noble decision with high sense of responsibility toward mankind's destiny. 
Everyone can easily realize the great act and the great self-restriction of 
the Soviet Union when it declared its unilateral moratorium on nuclear tests 
and three times extended its moratorium, while the United States continued 
nuclear testing. What has the United States done in response to the Soviet 
Union's goodwill attitude and its spirit of self-restriction? 


The reply is that Washington has completely showed its negative and 
irresponsible attitude. High-ranking U.S. officials from President Reagan to 
Defense Secretary Weinberger and State Secretary George Shultz have rejected 
this Soviet proposal. They even said that the Soviet union's decision to 
suspend nuclear tests is its own business. As for the United States, it 
continues its nuclear testings for its security interests and exaggerates to 
consolidate defense capacity, perfect the U.S. nuclear deterrent strength, and 
defend the security interests of the West, and so on and so forth. 


Washington explained that the sort of ouclear tests the United States is doing 
now have been perfected by the Soviet Union a long time ago and the United 
States must do it now just to catch up with the Soviet Union; the Soviet 
moratorium is but a propaganda stunt as the available equipment at present is 
not sophisticated enough to keep a truthful track of such a soratoriua. 
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With an aim to gain military superiority over the Soviet Union, the United 
States has conducted 18 nuclear tests since the Soviet Union declared its 
unilateral nuclear test goratorium. This has aroused strong indigaation and 
protest among world public opinion, including that in the U.S. NATO allies 
countries. Dutch Defense Minister Fekelen urged the United States to quickly 
sign with the Soviet Union a treaty banning all nuclear tests. He said most 
of West European countries would demand that the United States positively 
considered the Soviet Union's decision. For his part a French MP, Mr (Granee) 
criticized Washington's hasty slander against the Soviet proposal and said 
this Soviet decision once again proved that the Soviet Union is the protector 
of peace on earth. Political circles in the Federal Republic of Germany, a 
reliable ally of the United States, have positively reacted to this Soviet 
proposal. (Ruwe), vice president of the parliamentary alliance group 
considered the Soviet Union's decision a step to be appreciated. He persuaded 
the United States to spend time to think about promoting negotiations. FRC 
Foreign Minister Genscher said the extension of nuclear test moratorium is 
useful to efforts for an end to all nuclear tests. 


QUAN DOI NHAN DAN adds: The world public is demanding that the United States 
positively respond to this Soviet initiative. First of all, Washington aust 
follow the Soviet Union's example to halt immediately all nuclear tests, while 
seriously negotiating with the Soviet Union on the complete ban of nuclear 
testings, advancing to a thorough nuclear disarmament. 


In conclusion, the paper says the present attitude of the Reagan 
administration is irresponsible and impractical. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE, AND AID 


TAN PHAT TO LIBYA--Hanoi VNA 30 August--Huynh Tan Phat, vice chairman of the 
State Council, president of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the 
Vietnam Fatherland Front, and special envoy of State Council President Truong 
Chinh, left here on Thursday for Tripoli to attend the celebration of the 
national day of the Socialist People's Lybian Arab Jamahiriyah. Truong Chinh 
and Le Thanh Nghi, president and vice president of the State Council were 
—p the farewell party. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1511 GMT 30 Aug 86 
OW] /12913 


ENVOY FROM FINLAND-~-lianoi VNA 30 August--The new Finnish ambassador to 
Vietnam, Euro Saarikoski, today presented his credentials to vice president of 
the State Council Le Thanh Nghi. Vice President Le Hanh Nghi had a cordial 
conversation with the Finnish diplomat. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1456 
GMT 30 Aug 86 OW] /12913 


FOREIGN SPECIALISTS VISIT--Hanoi VNA 2 September--Minister Dao Trong Truyen, 
general secretary of the Council of Ministers, arranged a cordial get-together 
with the representatives of foreign specialists here this evening at the 
Vietnamese-USSR friendship workers palace on the occasion of the 4lst National 
Day of Vietnam (2 September). On behalf of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam and the council of sinisters, Dao Trong Truyen 
expressed sincere gratitude to the specialists of the Soviet Union and other 
countries for their devoted assistance. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1618 
GMT 2 Sep 86 OW] /12913 


OFFICIAL DEPARTS--Hanoi VNA 3 September--Dr Tatsuro Kunugi, special envoy of 
the UN Secretary General, who is in charge of coordinating international 
humanitarian aid programs for Kampuchea, left here today after a two-day visit 
to Vietnam. The guest had working sessions with Vo Van Sung, assistant to the 
Vietnamese Foreign Minister, on issues of autual concern. [Text] [Hanoi YHA 
in English 1503 GMT 3 Sep 86 OW] /12913 


CSO: 4200/1400 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT VIETNAM 


CRITICISM EFFORTS OF HO CHI MINH CITY PRESS EVALUATED 
Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG in Vietnamese 22 Jun 86 pp i, 4 


[Notice of Standing Committee of Municipal Party Committee on criticism, self- 
criticism drive in municipal press: “Standing Committee of Municipal Party 
Committee Highly Rates Initial Results and Work of All Classes of the People, 
Cadres and Party Members, and of the Newspapers and Radio; Newspapers and Radio 
Have Made Extraordinary Efforts, Renewed Operational Methods, and Devoted Much 
Work in Successfully Achieving Their Function as the Voice of the Party, and 
Simultaneously the Voice of the People; Standing Committee of the Municipal 
Party Committee Advocates Continued Criticism and Self-Criticism in Newspapers 
During Phase of Preparation for Party Congresses at All Levels, and To Become a 


Regular Procedure after the Congress” | 


[Text] On 21 June 1986, the Standing Committee of the Municipal Party Comnit- 
tee issued a notice that is presented in full below: 


Since the beginning of April 1986, carrying out the Directive of the Secretari- 
at of the Party Central Committee, the Standing Committee of the Party Central 
Committee has directed newspapers and radio stations in the city to highly en- 
phasize and assist in strongly promoting the self-criticism and criticism drive 


in preparation for party congresses at all levels. 


The guidance plan of the Standing Committee of the Party Central Committee 
stated that newspapers and radio stations must develop their role and respon- 
sibility in disseminating the signifivance, objectives and requirements of this 
self-criticien and criticism drive; at the same time promptly, accurately and 
straightforwardly reflecting the opinions of the party members, cadres and 
people in order for concerned party and state agencies to accept, make the 
proper corrections, and be responsible for clearly replying to those problens 
raised by the party members and masses that are not yet accurate. 


1. With the assent of the Standing Committee of the Municipal Party Committee, 
daily papers of the municipal party organization have lead the way in opening 
letter boxes for contributing suggestions to the party congress following the 
spirit of “the party believing in the people, the people believing in the 
party.” During a period of a little more than 2 nonths, the paper SAIGON GIAI 
PHONG alone received more than 1,600 letters with opinions and criticism fron 
the cadres and people. Two-thirds of these letters presented problems to the 
party on policy line, the economic and social management apparatus, the organ- 
igation of party construction self-criticism and criticiem, etc. One-third of 
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the letters reflected and criticized the ethical qualities and behaviors of 
cadres and party members. Other radio station and newspaper agencies also re- 
ceived more than 1,000 letters with opinions and criticisms during a period of 
2 months. 


The theme of the criticism was generally aimed at a constructive objective, 
indicating the profound unanimity of the cadres, party members and masses con- 
cerning the policy of the Municipal Party Committee to promote open criticism 
and self-criticism in the press; and many specific ideas and methods were pro- 
posed for developing new factors, blocking and repelling negative aspects, and 
assisting to build the party and pure and wholesome revolutionary organiza- 
tions. 


The Standing Committee of the Municipal Party Committee highly rates the ini- 
tial results and work above of all classes of the people, of the cadres and 
party members, and of the newspapers and radio stations. 


Because of insufficient newspaper space and radio time for all of the thousands 
of letters, the newspaper and radio agencies have transferred all the letters 
to the Standing Committee of the Municipal Party Committee and concerned sec- 
tions and sectors for study and acceptance for use or to cvercome and correct 
if an opinion criticizing a shortcoming. 


On the other hand, the Standing Committee of the Municipal Party Committee has 
noticed that in the newspapers and on the radio, there have recently been few 
opinions contributed by labor collectives and mass organization at the basic 
level. The masses must rely on their own organizations, especially at the pri- 
mary level, before they can develop the strength and right of collective owner- 
ship in every field of activity, including the resistance to negativism. The 
press must give concern to reflecting the opinions of the mass organization in 
criticism of party construction. 


2. The municipal press for more than the past 2 months, especially the papers 
SAIGON GIAI PHONG and TUOI TRE and the radio and television stations, have made 
extraordinary efforts, renewed their operational behavior, and devoted much 
work in successfully achieving their function as the voice of the party and the 
mass organizations, and simultaneously the voice of the the people. Municipal 
newspapers and radio stations have maintained close contact with the regular 
supervision and guidance planning of the Standing Committee of the Municipal 
Party Committee on this self-criticism and criticism drive, enthusiastically 
contributed toward arousing the atmosphere of democratic political activity of 
the city and in the party organization, and through that have raised the po- 
litical awareness and confidence of the masses in the leadership of the party. 


The municipal press has assisted in stimulating a number of leading cadres in 
concerned units to better supervise the self-criticism and criticism drive pre- 
cisely in accordance with the guidance of the Municipal Party Committee. The 
press has discovered, reflected and stimulated immediate solution of a number 
of economic and social problems, especially those concerning the lives and 
democratic rights of the masses which, although long proposed by public opini- 
on, have been slow in resolution. 








The actions of the press in keeping track of the guidance of the Standing Con- 
mittee of the Municipal Party Committee, and regularly and promptly reflecting 
the opinions, criticism acceptance and things done to co 
to alleviate the difficulties of the masses, although not major tasks, have 

further increased the confidence of the masses in the impending more important 


changes. 


The city’s atmosphere of democratic activity expressed through such reports as 
above has also had a resounding influence outside the scope of the city. 


A number of newspaper and radio station agencies themselves with many highly 
concentrated efforts for this drive have had clear maturity in the ideological, 
realization and vocational aspects among their ranks. 


Nevertheless, due to fairly complex problems and weaknesses and inexperience in 
these methods of renewal, the municipal press has also been unable to avoid a 
number of shortcomings and mistakes which the Standing Committee of the Munici- 
pal Party Committee has corrected. 


When first beginning the self-criticism and criticism drive, a number of news- 
papers expressed a one-sided deviation from a previous overemphasis on uphold- 
ing achievements and strong points and even slanting toward “whitewashing” to a 


present overemphasis on exposing shortcomings and resisting negativiem with 


little said about good people-good work and the positive aspects. The Standing 
Committee of the Municipal Party Committee has directed that criticism must not 


only expose the bad and the unfinished. The good and fine things must also be 
raised to the proper level; with wholehearted banking up of the new sprouts and 
positive factors. In speaking the precise truth, it is necessary to reflect 

what has been and what has not been done, to speak of the strong and the weak 
points at the proper level, to not speak in a unilateral manner, etc. 


The internal campaign of criticism, self-criticism and resistance against nega- 
tiviem must accompany resistance against negativism out in society because 
these two aspects are closely interrelated. 


It is especially necessary for every individual to give concern to the immedi- 
ate correction of shortcomings. Wholehearted encouragement to uphold prompt 
and effective correction is needed. 


Some criticiam news items in the papers have cited proof of details and data 
lacking accuracy and in some cases, the level and dosage of the problem put 
forth have not been suitable, causing the public to doubt the truthful, ob- 
jective, impartial and constructive nature of the criticism. Because the 
methods of expression are occasionally “decisions reached through a thorough 
of the subject” or use statements ina “big knife, large hammer" 
style, the persuasive and effective nature of the criticiem is not yet high. 
The Standing Committee of the Municipal Party Committee has reminded that the 
weapon of criticiam, especially criticism in the newspaper, is extremely sharp, 
has an extremely wide sphere of influence and has a great effect. The press 
has an extremely heavy role and responsibility, must be bold but cautious and 
firm, and must cause the criticiam to achieve the objectives and requirements 
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set forth by the party. For those committing errors, no matter how serious, 
the criticism must be of a constructive nature. A spirit of comradeship and 
mutual love between compatriots is necessary. Bad, deviant and degenerate 

elements and the enemy must be strongly attacked without mercy and prosecuted 
strictly in accordance with the law. 


A number of news articles directly or indirectly concerning criticises and self- 
criticism have revealed economic secrets or have contained information lacking 
in accuracy. 


The press must maintain firm relations with party committee echelons and mass 
organization agencies in the criticism and self-criticism motivation. 


A number of mass organization and sector newspapers of the city after 2 sonths 
have still not actively participated in the criticiem and self-critifica drive 
in the press in accordance with the direction of the Standing Committee of the 
Municipal Party Committee. Consequently, this criticiem drive is also an oc- 
casion for challenging and exposing the weak aspects of these newspapers that 
management agencies must overcome in the coming period. 


3. Concerning the collective and individual directions criticized by the 
press, a small number of locations have given concern to answering the news- 
papers and radio stations, have accepted the criticiam, and have put forth 
methods to correct the shortcomings or to state which points of criticiem are 
incorrect. 


Nevertheless, there are still many party member and cadre collectives and indi- 
viduals who don't want the press to publicly criticize the mistakes of their 
units or individuals, and have responded negatively at different degrees to 
criticiem in the press. These individuals have not only not replied to the 
opinion letters but have even used this pretext or that not to accept correct 
critical opinions or to correct the shortcomings and resolve the problemas con- 
tributed. This is a method of coping with problems that is contrary to the 
principles of the party and the policy of the Municipal Party Committee, and 
must be promptly overcome. 


The Standing Committee of the Municipal Party Committee advocates continued 
open criticiem and self-criticiem in the press during the phase of preparation 
for the party congresses at all levels, and conversion into a regular procedure 
after that because it is a form of democratic activity extremely necessary for 
the progress of the party, the revolutionary organizations, and each cadre and 
party member. Through the press, create a strong social opinion praising and 
developing the new factors and good people-good work while simultaneously 
blocking and repelling negative ideologies and actions and strongly stimulating 
the correction of mistakes. 


The Standing Committee of the Municipal Party Committee hopes that all compat- 
riots and comrades contribute many suitable opinions to build a sore powerful 
and pure municipal party organization and a municipal society that is increas- 
ingly more wholesom., fine and worthy to be the city bearing Uncle's nane. 





It is suggested that party committee echelons and steering committees of 
sectors and units assign their cadres to follow the criticism contribution 
articles in the newspapers and on the radio, to promptly answer and accept 
criticism, and to set forth methods of resolving and correcting the short- 
comings in those criticisms tnat are correct, and clearly stating those 
critical points that are not correct. At the same time, give attention to 
rapid examination and reply to criticism contribution letters transmitted 
internally by the newspapers and radio stations, and thoroughly resolve the 
problems presented. 


With socialist cooperation in a spirit of comradeship between mass information 
agencies, the agencies contributing criticism and the concerned party committee 
echelons, we join in assisting to bring the highest effectiveness to the self- 
criticism and criticism drive, and the good preparations for party congresses 
at all levels, to stimulate every work aspect, and to strengthen the revolu- 
tionary confidence of the masses. 


7300 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT VIETNAM 


READER CALLS FOR ASOLISHMENT OF OUTMODED THINKING 
Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG in Vietnamese 22 Jun 8 p 1 


[ "Contributing Opinions to the Party Congress’ coluan: “Resolutely Eliminate 
Obsolete Thinking” | 


[Text] First of all, allow me to extend to the editor's office and to all 
those in the editorial department of SAIGON GIAI PHONG most sincere best wishes 
on the occasion of Vietnam Press Day, 21 June. I very much hope that in the 
near future, the newspaper will more strongly develop ite role in the struggle 
against negativien and every obsolete and backward custom. On this occasion, I 
also wish to contribute three opinions to the coming party congress. 


1. Up to this time, immediately after resolutions and policies are presented 
the press and leadership echelons have hurriedly affirmed their correct quali- 
ties. Naturally, all policies put forth by the party and state rely on a def- 
inite basis and we must constantly have self-confidence. However, aren't the 
conclusions hurried when the courses presented have not yet been achieved? I 
think that this very attitude has unintentionally created a psychology of sat- 
isfaction among the leaders and even the masses; from that leading to habite of 
passivity, bureaucratiem and “self-conceit” concerning the norms put forth, but 
the truth still lies in the reports and directives. Actual practice during the 
past 11 years has given us much bitter experience in a hurried attitude and 
Sitio atin enite aout ie ne on oe 
cooperativization or the currency exchange during September of 1965, etc. 
Therefore, no matter what the policy and line presented, besides the initial 
step of disseminating ite theme to the masses for achievement, the problem that 
the press and leadership echelons must give concern is: What, specific methods 
do units and agencies have to successfully achieve the policy, what cadre 
forces are assigned supervision of these miesions, and do they truly have the 
abilities and qualifications? Even sore important is the result of the poli- 
cy’s effect on the material and spiritual lives of the laboring people. Is it 
better or worse? Only when everything is fine do we have the right to praise 
and affirm that the policy presented is correct. In brief, every truth can 
only be measured in practice. 


2. We still have an old saying when evaluating difficulties and negativicns 
that states generally, “The difficulties are many so they cannot be overcome 
one morning and one afternoon.” The time has come in which such outaoded 

thinking must be abolished and replaced with urgent and timely actions 
rect whatever can be corrected. Of course, some things demand such time but we 
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as an excuse to become bureaucratic, dependent and passive. 
country is still poor and our people are still miserable, each sec- 
ond and moment of working to alleviate the hardships of the country and people 
should be worked. Don't delay! 


3. At the present time, we are appealing for efforts in conservation, simpli- 
city, and avoiding waste. In practice however, we are striving to waste a 
valuable property--and that is man. Manpower arrangement not precisely in ac- 
cordance with capabilities and requirements has seriously reduced the quality 
and effectiveness of work. The establishment by basic units and local areas of 
a great many corporations, sections, etc. without specific jobs, functions or 
clearly defined restrictions has led to bad conditions such as: walkirg on each 
other's toes or occasionally shifting work on each other. Therefore, I suggest 
that leadership echelons reexamine all units and organizations, and resolutely 
abolish unnecessary sections and corporations. A requirement of every activity 
must be conservation and simplicity with an objective of well-being and happi- 


ness for the laboring people. 


Huynh Thi Phuong Khanh 
Ho Chi Minh City University 


7300 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT VIETNAM 


READER CRITICIZES EXPENSIVE, WASTEFUL MARKETING POLICIES 
Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG in Vietnamese 22 Jun 86 p 1 


[*Contributing Opinions to the Party Congress’ column: “Enlarging Goods 
Sources, Controlling Goods Are Most Important” | 


Gradually, when a great deal of capital has been accumulated, thoughts turn to 
building a large and beautiful store corresponding to the increasingly greater 
volume of goods. 


Our commerce is conducted in a completely cpposite manner. The first task i 
to concentrate capital on the construction of truly delightful stores and the 
employment of truly many personnel to give the appearance of a large business 
facility. When an imposing store is acquired and the capital is nearly gone, 
the goods for sale are few with little variety and the majority are unpriced 
floor models and high-level goods such as color television sets and cassette 
radios from Japan which the customer can only look at but does not have the 
money to buy. It is common to open a store to advertise and report achieve- 
ments in order to line one's own pockets and not to serve the people or enrich 
the public funds. The following are a few specific instances: 


Tam Da Market after liberation was still a beautiful trade center and conveni- 
ent for the customer. After a period of being closed, it was heard for nearly 
a year that an announcement had been made about reopening the market for sales. 
The first task was to demolish the entire interior and exterior, and to rebuild 
a nearly new and extremely expensive market. The stores have not reopened but 
the center has recruited hundreds of cadres and employees of all types in order 
to day after day for more a half year come to the stores and stand around chat- 
do, they leave in search of pleasure and 

draw their pay. The center advertised 
new year but up to the present tine, 
invitation to the customers on TV 
knows when the stores will open. I sug- 








repair of the Saigon supermarket. Can anyone estimate how many years it will 
recover the great amount of money expended? Anyone passing by must 


is the department store at the head of Le Quang Dinh Strect across 
Chieu Market, an ideal trade center. 


Naturally, the stores were closed and then demolished and rebuilt in half Chi- 
nese ani half western architecture and painted green and red with a huge and 
meaningless globe in the middle. After several months of repair, a sign stat- 
ing “Export-Import Goods Exhibition Center” was raised to advertise expensive 
goods such as color TV sets, radio cassette players, etc., anid to sell cakes of 


soap and a few hairpins! 


Nhu Van Hong 
3rd Precinct 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT VIETNAM 


READER DEMANDS MUCH STRICTER PARTY DISCIPLINE 
Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG in Vietnamese 31 Jul 86 pp 1, 4 


[*Contributing Opinions to the Party Congress’ column: “Contributing Additional 
Ideas on Organization-Cadre Work" | 


[Text] Uncle Ho said, “Success or failure, whether the line and policy of the 
party and state are achieved or not, and whether the revolutionary movement of 
the masses rises or falls, all depend on the cadres and party members.” Un- 
fortunately during the past few years, ovr orgarn’*ition and cadre work has not 
been good and therefore has “contributed” toward raiciher exacerbating the dif- 
ficulties of a nation that has suffered difficulties after 30 years of war and 
is now entering a transitional period to socialism from small-scale production. 
The shortcomings of organization and cadre work, in my opinion, are specific- 
ally expressed in the following aspects: 


1. Leadership Apparatus at all Levels Slow to Renew 


After the liberation of the south, the country was reunited and the revolution 
of the entire nation shifted to a new higher state but the standards and capa- 
bilities of many leadership cadres did not rise correspondingly. To state it 
accurately, renewal of the lezijership cadre ranks at all levels was partially 
accomplished but not to a sufficient degree compared with the requirements of 
the new mission. Occurrences of “live a long time and become a village elder” 
are still prevalent in many locations. Not a few of our comrades--usually 
those with a process of previous contributions--are afflicted with the ailment 
called by Lenin “communist arrogance." According to Lenin, during the period 
of transition, of the three primary enemies of communist arrogance, ignorance 
and bribery, communist arrogance is the number one foe! The “communist arro- 
gance” that afflicts a number of party and state leaders at all levels is ex- 
pressed in their attitude of complacency, self-satisfaction, voluntarism and 
replacement of the law with the subjective desires of man. They belittle the 
masses and young as individuals with little or no previous contributions and 
are unwilling to study to improve their knowledge and renew their thinking. 
Inevitably, they lead poorly and create no small harm to the party and the 
state. 


I believe that every true Vietnamese is grateful to the party and all have a 
legitimate pride in the nation. However, everyone also recognizes--and party 
and state leaders at all levels must increasingly recognize--that the economy 
of our country is presently extremely low (we trail the advanced nations by 
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centuries); our country is one of the few with the lowest average per capita 
income in the world; the lives of the people are still filled with countless 
difficulties; many cadres, soldiers and members of the laboring masses do not 
have enough food to eat or clothes to wear; the sick lack medicine; the chil- 
dren lack schools and textbooks, etc. Lenin said (generally) that socialism is 
truly superior when it creates a labor productivity that is higher than that of 
capitalism. To us, who have passed through the period of "victorious intoxi- 
cation,” now is the time that everyone must alertly think and study ways to 
achieve the best effectiveness in order to gradually and steadily raise the 
living standards of the people, and increasingly build the nation. This is the 
objective of socialism in the final analysis. It is an extremely difficult 
mission, demanding new ranks of leadership cadres (in both the realization and 
the action aspects) with sufficient strength to carry the load. Anyone who 
cannot do the job (due to substandard abilities or poor health--including the 
central level) must voluntarily yield his position to another more qualified 
person in keeping with the rule, “when the bamboo is old, its shoots grow [The 
young succeed the old],” only in this manner being a true patriot who loves 
the people and places the interests of the masses above those of the individ- 
ual. The people are extremely just and wise, and will respect and be grateful 
to such individuals. Those without ethics or skills who still seek ways of 
“sticking to their chair” in hopes of enjoying special privileges and inter- 
ests, the party must replace because this kind of cadre continuing to lead for 
one more day is a day of injury to the revolutionary undertaking of the party. 


2. Elementary and Advanced Training and Promotion of Cadres--Especially Young 
Cadres is Not Yet Rational. Feudal Paternalism Still Prevalent in Party 


Everyone knows that the feudal system is backward compared with that of capi- 
talism but that a feudalist ideology is still fairly widespread in the party 
and state organization at all levels, expressed in the ailments of bureaucrat- 
ism, paternalism, dictatorial dogmatism, etc. (Footnote 1) (Le Duc Tho: "The 
Urgent Missions of Party Construction,” TAP CHI CONG SAN, No 5, tne The 
elementary and advanced training and promotion (including pay raises) of cadres 
at many times and in many places are not based on the stipulated standards but 
on the love or hate of upper echelons. Not by chance, new “expressions” have 
recently appeared such as, “Contentment is better than rank,” "Intelligence and 
wisdom are not equal to the ‘understanding’ of upper echelons," etc. The exan- 
ination of party development is the same: a number of individuals are "con- 
stantly in the middle ranks,” are even inferior, and are not trusted by the 
masses, but “obediently” know how to flatter and cleverly win the hearts of 
leadership and therefore enter the party and easily advance for a lifetime of 
good fortune; conversely, ethical individuals who have true talent but are 
straightforward and honest (and as is usually the case, capable individuals 
usually have self-respect and few wish to advance by the flattery route), dare 
to think, act and take responsibility, boldly struggle against negativism, etc. 
are often depicted as "lacking modesty," “haughty,” “individualists,"” etc.; and 
from that, their efforts to enter the party for the conditions to fully develop 
their capabilities to serve the nation encounter a great many difficulties, 
thorns and insurmountable fences. It is natural that in the party there are 
many opportunistic, "average" and "merely nominal” elements for as Lenin said, 
“The merely nominal party members, even if free of charge, wo do not need." 
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Personal history problems” and the concept of “the tangerine does it but the 
orange bears the consequences” must be swiftly eliminated. 


We are beginning the 12th year since the south was totally liberated. A gener- 
ation knowing nothing about 1975 is growing up and maturing. I think we should 
not allow “personal history problems" and concepts of “waiting for the father 
to eat, waiting for the child to drink,” and “the tangerine does it but the 
orange bears the consequences” to exist forever in the party and state agen- 
cies, obscuring not a few abilities and creating an inferiority complex in the 
children of those families with previous ties to the old regime--something dif- 
ficult to avoid for that portion of the people living in the temporarily occu- 
pied region during the 21 years that the country was divided. The ancient folk 
song that states, "children of emperors become emperors, children of pagoda 
monks sweep banyan leaves” has become outmoded but ridicule of such change and 
similar expressions still occurs in actual practice. I think we must change 
our way of observing, and evaluate people in a more accurate and dialectical 
manner. Anyone who truly has talent, ethics (proletariat ethics) and benefit 
to society, we must place in an important position, including admission to the 
party and youth union, promotion to leadership and management cadre, etc. 

After a period of training and challenge, priority should no longer be given to 
the children of cadres--especially middle and high-level cadres--for admission 
to the party, education in foreign schools, promotion, etc. (even though a 
number of these individuals are substandard in both qualities and abilities), 
while the children of families with “problem personal histories" are treated 
the opposite, although they are extremely qualified. The famous statement by 
Lenin, “Be prepared to replace a dozen bad communist party members with one 
excellent bourgeoisie specialist" is apparently given little concern or conten- 
plation by our leadership echelons. 


Under the capitalist system, the bourgeoisie masters are ready to promote and 
raise the salary of any employee with a skill speciality returning them much 
profit, and are simultaneously ready to dismiss those performing poorly, whe- 
ther they are close relatives or not (Marx said generally, "The relationship of 
the bourgeoisie class is one of coolness, ‘immediate payment,’ and without 
feeling." Why can't we do better than the bourgeoisie class and instead have 
returned to the feudal period when, "One man served as an official and all his 
relatives could rely on him.” For example, many bring their wife, brothers and 
sisters, children, nephews and nieces, and other relatives into the agencies 
and enterprises they are in charge of, even though these people are completely 
without a professional trade. Reliance on relatives--and the losses--are a 
load borne by the state and the people. In a nation with a poor and backward 
economy that wants to develop and advance by the industrialization route, with 
the scientific and technical revolution as the key, but fails to respect capa- 
bility, disregards grey matter, and works without calculating the returns, the 
successful construction of socialism can never by anything but a wish! 


Such recruitment, elementary and advanced training, and promotion of cadres has 
greatly harmed many aspects of society, and adversely affected the ideological 
and political education of the young generation--the generation that will in- 
herit our revolutionary undertaking. The young are usually receptive and easi- 
ly recognize the “reverse side" of society; if the party does not make prompt 
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corrections, they will choose a way for themselves to parry the brambles, “go 
with the wind,” “see wrong and don't resist, see right and don't support,” “use 
their mouth to help their hand,” privately profit, benefit themselves, and 
strive to “rise” not by their abilities and qualities but by the route of the 
opportunist. Invariably, they create an adverse effect on the succeeding gen- 
eration. 


Naturally, vigilance and precautions against the destructive elements slipping 
into the interior is a matter requiring attention but it should not be vigi- 
lance in form only and based only on personal history. Why couldn't the enemy 
make contact with individuals who have a good personal history but degenerate 
and have the opportunity to enter and damage our interior? 


3. Disciplinary Process of Party Not Truly Strict, Does Not Educate Offenders 
or Set ati Example for Others 


An extremely sad thing is that during the past few years, occurrences generally 
called “negativisms” within party and state agencies have not only not declined 
but have had a tendency to increase in one location or another, and like Le Duc 
Tho stated, "It is extremely serious." (Footnote 2) (Ibid.) Theft by workers, 
acceptance of bribes (concealed or open), personal arrangements, bureaucratisn, 
authoritarianism, oppression of the masses, degeneracy, hedonism, etc. have 
become widespread in nearly every level and sector in many different degrees. 
The precious teachings of Uncle Ho, "Party members and cadres must be loyal 
slaves and servants of the people” and "Worry first about the world, enjoy 
after the world” have been made meaningless and have become empty slogans 
stated facetiously but with little proof in reality. The masues have lost con- 
fidence, with some even losing confidence in and complaining about the party 
and not without basis. In order to regain the confidence of the masses and to 
advance the revolutionary undertaking, there is no other way than for the party 
to quickly and resolutely eliminate the "worms" and abscesses from its ranks, 
and if necessary, to prosecute them before the law. Our accomplishment of this 
is still slow and truthfully has not reached the level of p”esent negativisn. 
Recently, swveral negative incidents and matters were exposed; only when many 
people knew about them did we bring them out for prosecution, and the usual 
conclusion was that they were "less then serious, more than mild." Some indi- 
viduals with a degree of error that should have received serious disciplinary 
action from the party, were on the contrary only warned or reprimanded and then 
“kicked upstairs" or "“sideways"--to become leaders of other units at the same 
level (and occasionally a decision to raise their pay accompanied the decision 
to transfer them!), For the negative incidents and matters that were more in- 
genious, more hidden and “had no clear legal basis for reaching a conclusion!,” 
upper echelons were often unconcerned and even at times “opened an umbrella" to 
protect lower levels making mistakes, calling it protection of the prestige of 
the party, fear of losing emulation points, and fear of adversely affecting the 
achievements of the local area and unit (although occasionally due to mutual 
conniving). Clearly these are abnormal occurrences to a Marxist-Leninist party 
like ours. 


Someone said, "A hundred people planting trees is not enough for one man cut- 
ting them down." In our municipal party organization, as stated by Phan Minh 
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Tanh, Deputy Secretary of the Municipal Party Committee, of the more than 
62,000 party members in the party organization, investigations in many basic 
units have shown that nearly one-third are party members “of poor quality and 
no longer qualified to bear the title of communist party member” (Footnote 3) 
(Phan Minh Tanh: "Strictly Examine Quality of Party Member Ranks,” SAIGON GIAI 
PHONG, 20-21 May 1986), but they are still in the party to continue their ex- 
tortion and destruction. It is unnecessary to say because everyone knows that 
the destructive capacity of these degenerate cadres has reached a frightening 
level! Every real party member joins all the laboring people (except for the 
enemies of socialism) in demanding that party discipline be strictly and thor- 
cughly implemented without regard to the identity or rank of the violator; 
every party member must be equal before the discipline of the party. Upper 
echelons especially must set an example for lower echelons because everyone 
knows that “when the upper beam is not straight, the lower beams are slanted” 
and “when the upper level is not strict, the lower level will create disorder.” 
Those individuals of “power and position” who protect criminals must also be 
appropriately prosecuted. I believe that if we boldly do as the Soviet Union 
or Cuba (considering those engaged in corruption, bribery, attacking and op- 
pressing the masses, etc. as enemies of socialism), surely the negative occur- 
rences will decline. Boldly purge those who are unqualified from the party, 
and simultaneously admit to the party those individuals with sufficient stan- 
dards (in my opinion, there are many), and the strength of our party will be 
multiplied many times over. 


In my status as a probationary member of the party, I wish to boldly contribute 
to the party the number of opinions above with the hope to see our party as 
truly pure, powerful and worthy to be a nucleus of solidarity leading the revo- 
lution across the great difficulties at the present time, and to successfully 
build socialism in the not too distant future. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT VIETNAM 


REGULATION ON BASIC ECONOMIC UNITS, PRICES 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 8 Jul 86 pp 2, 4 


{Text of the "Provisional Resolution of the Council of Ministers on Basic 
Economic Unit Autonomy in Respect to Pricing," published as an enclosure to 
Resolution No 76-HDBT of the Council of Ministers, dated 26 June 1968] 


[Text] I. Right of State-Operated Industrial, Agricultural, Forestry 
Production Installations (Hereafter Referred to as Enterprises) to Independent 
Economic Accounting 


Article 1. Regarding merchandize on the list of those for which prices are 
set by the state: Enterprises are responsible for fully and accurately 
reporting costs and proposing enterprise selling prices for products produced 
by the enterprises for decision by the agencies in charge. 


Based on price limits or approved prices set by the central echelon and on 
guidance of the State Pricing Commission on policies, principles, and plans 
for setting prices, enterprises hold exchanges with the principal consumer 
organizations assigned to formulate plans for selling prices for proposal to 
agencies in charge at higher echelons for decision. 


Regarding merchandize for wh'ch the responsibility for setting prices is 
assigned to provinces and munivipalities, enterprises fully report production 
sosts and propose enterprise selling prices to the provincial and municipal 
people's committees for decision. 


Article 2. Regarding merchandize not on the list of those for which the state 
sets prices: enterprises can set consumer prices within the ranges set by the 
provincial or municipal people's committee (or the agency with jurisdiction). 
For merchandize for which the provincial people's committee has set no prices 
or price ranges, enterprises can set prices based on careful and accurate 
calculation of production costs and on agreements with customers, with a full 
sense of responsibility for positive participation in the effort to stabilize 
market prices in society and not chasing after the free market. 


Article 3. Regarding products for which a higher-level agency has the 
authority for setting prices, but which are produced from materials acquired 
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by the enterprise and sold to assigned consumer organizations at the directed 
price, if the enterprise cannot compensate for production costs and make the 
established profit, the state will make up the ¢:. ‘ference in price for the 
enterprise. If reimbursement is slow, the enterjrise may borrow funds from 
the bank with which to continue production. Bank interest will be computed 
into costs. Goods which the enterprise has permission to consume itself can 
be sold at state trade prices or at an agreed-upon price within the price 
range set by the echelon with authority to decide. 


Article 4. The enterprise has the power to decide: 


--the price of experimentally produced products, prototypes, and products 
which the state has authorized to be sold by way of introducing the product at 


trade fairs or at stores for introducing new products. 


--the price of products transferred within the enterprise or federation of 
enterprises in order to continue the production process without having the 
price of the final product set dy the agency with authority. 


--the price of repair services in accordance with policy, principles, and 
methods of setting prices from the State Price Commission. With charges for 
important services (such as technical services and repair of machinery, 
equipment, and means of transport), state price norms, approved prices, or 
price ranges must be observed. 


--the selling price (within the price limits set by the state) of oods 
individually produced on order of the customer and not covered by the planning 
mission of the main production line. The state sets prices for high-value 
individually-produced items produced in keeping with planning norms of the 
State, such as ships, small water conservancy projects, and sugar and candy 
processing conveyors. 


--purchasing and selling prices for inventions and industry-owned technical 
Lecrets in accordance with regulations of the state. 


Article 5. Enterprises can agree with customers to add to the selling price 
of products additional expenses for customer demands which were not in the 
contract, or exclude expenses from the selling price due to failure to 
respond, for objective reasons, to customer demands set forth in the contract. 


Article 6. Within the effective period of the contract, if the state changes 
the selling price of materials, wages, etc., the enterprise proposes to the 
responsible agency that the enterprise's selling price for the product be 
appropriately adjusted. 


II. Rights of Small Industry, Handicrafts Industry Collective Economic 
Installations (Hereafter Referred to as "Cooperatives") 


Article 7. Cooperatives have the responsibility for fully and accurately 


reporting production costs and proposing the purchasing price or processing 
price of products produced by the cooperative in order for the responsible .pa 
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agency of the state to establish the appropriate purchasing or processing 
price. 


Based on the approved price or the range of purchasing and processing prices 
of the state (set by the responsible agency), cooperatives hold discussions 
with those placing orders in order to propose that the responsible agency set 
the specific purchasing or processing price of the product by specifications, 
quality, location, and time of delivery as directed in the state regulation on 
price management. Cooperatives are responsible for sending contracts to the 
agency that sets prices or price ranges for its report. 


Article 8. With products for which the cooperative arranges distribution, 
price ranges of the state must be observed, and all taxation and market 
Management policies must be strictly implemented; if state-operated 
organizations must purchase, they must do so at the price that has been agreed 
upon. 


Article 9. The cooperative negotiates with the customer: 


--Additions to the product selling price for expenses incurred for supplements 
at the request of the customer which have not been noted in the contract or 
deductions from the processing and purchasing price for expenses incurred by 
not responding, for objective reasons, to the requests of the customer stated 
in the contract. 


--The price for the purchase and sale of inventions and industry-owned 
technical secrets in accordance with regulations of the state. 


Article 10. During the term of the contract if the state changes the selling 
price of materials, wages, or the like, the cooperative, based on guidance 
from the State Price Agency, negotiates with the ordering agency and then 
proposes that the authoritative agency change the processing and purchasing 
price appropriately. 


III. Rights of State-operated Circulation Installations (hereafter referred 
to as "corporations”) as Independent Accounting Units 


Article 11. Corporations have the responsibility for fully and accurately 
reporting purchase prices and circulation expenses, and for proposing prices 
and price ranges to agencies responsible for setting prices for the purchase 
and sale of materials (in reference to materials supply corporations), retail 
prices (for trade corporations), and reductions (or inflation) in circulation 
of materials and trade. 


Based on price ranges and approved prices set by responsible agencies and 
guidance from the State Price Commission on policies, principles, and methods 
of determining prices, the corporation proposes to the authoritative level 
specific prices according to type, quality, and delivery point of merchandise, 
as determined in state regulations on price management. This agency must 
submit its list of fixed prices, along with the price plan submitted to the 
agency by the corporation, as a report to the agency that sets approved prices 
or price ranges. 
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Article 12. The general corporation and central corporation, based on 
reductions (or surpluses) in circulation of materials and trade according to 
g@erchandise branch or grouping of merchandise of the state, specify reductions 
(or surpluses) in circulation for specific goods or according to the directly 
subordinate business level. 


Article 13. Regarding merchandise for which the local level has been assigned 
responsibility for setting prices, aside from merchandise for which specific 
prices have been set by the province, the corporation, based on price ranges 
and approved prices set by the provincial people's committees and the guidance 
of the local-level price agency, determines the selling price (or negotiates 
the buying price). The corporation is responsible for submitting a price plan 
and list of specific prices set to the provincial people's committee for 
reporting. 


In instances when no price range guidance has been provided, or with goods for 
which the province has not provided price guidance, the corporation 
establishes prices based on the buying price negotiated with the production 
agency, the approved surplus, and the price policy of the state, with a full 
sense of responsibility for positively contributing to the effort to boost 
production, provide service in daily life, contribute to stabilizing market 
prices of society, and not chase after the free market. 


Article 14. Essential goods and materials brought in by the corporation itself 
(through import by means of on-hand foreign currency or through joint economic 
ventures) for sale in accordance with plans or economic contracts must be 
priced in accordance with the price guidance of the state. When the 
corporation does not make a profit or loses capital, the state will reimburse 
the difference in price. 


Article 15. Corporations have the right: 


--to establish the selling prices of fresh foods in the locality (fresh-water 
fish, poultry, chicken and duck eggs, etc.) in accordance with general 
regulations on classified management and principles and procedures of the 
state for setting prices. With goods for which the state has provided price 
ranges or approved price guidance, the corporation has the right to specify 
the selling price based on the approved price or price range of the state. 


--to propose selling prices of sub-standard goods, merchandise that has not 
moved for a long time, and merchandise that is unattractive to consumers 
(accepted by the authoritative agency) to the agency that sets prices for 
those products. Fresh food products are to be reported directly to the upper 
echelon for prompt resolution. 


Article 16. With important services of daily life such as public dining, 
tailoring, barbering, and repair of homes, appliances and utensils, and means 
of transportation, for which the provincial people's committee (or agency with 
authority) has established specific prices, the corporation must comply. If 
the provincial people's committee has provided an approved price or price 
range, the cooperative has the right to establish the specific price within 
the price range or approved price determined by the province. 
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The corporation negotiates buying and selling prices of serchandise with 
customers each quarter in accordance with principles established by the state 
regarding expenditures, interest, and taxes. 


IV. Responsibilities of Basic-level Economic Units 


Article 17. Enterprises are responsible for trying to lower costs and 
circulation expenses in order to contribute to stabilization of market prices, 
increase accumulations, and satisfy the three interests. 


They are also responsi'iie for strictly carrying out state policies, 
principles, and methods of formulating prices and the state systes of 


managing, registering, and announcing prices and guidance prices (which 
include approved prices and price ranges) determined by agencies in authority. 


They formulate price plans for products produced and marketed by the unit in 
aceordance with the regulations of the state, and they sutmit it to the 
reeponsible agency for prices to be determined. 


Article 18. Enterprises sign economic and consumer contracts for goods and 
services with prices announced by the state (or negotiated prices) in 
accordance with state regulations. 


When no price has been formally set by the echelon in authority, the 
enterprise (or corporation) can temporarily utilize prices calculated for a 
maxigum of 30 days; when a formal price is available, payments gust be made at 
the formal price. 


Necessary documentation (estimates of waste in materials and labor, unit 
prices for materials and labor. depreciation of fixed assets, and the like), 
must be supplied fully, acourately, and on time for inspection by the agency 
with authority for setting prices and controlling prices. 


VV. Establishment, Approval, Announcement of Prices 


Article 19. Plans for prices of products for which prices are set by the 
state must be formulated by the production and business unit based on average 
and progressive norms for waste of labor and materials approved by the agency 
with authority and in accordance with guidance on the policies, principles, 
and methods of caloulating costs and prices of the State Planning Commission 
and the State Price Commission. The enterprise (or the corporation) has the 
right to protection before the price approval agency (with the point of view 
of a managing agency). The price approval agency determines prices after 
discussions with the production and business agency and must approve prices in 
a timely manner, with a maximum of 20 days (for products and materials of a 
seasonal nature, 10 days) from receipt of the price plan in the correct form 
and at the specified place; after that deadline, the production and business 
unit has the right to buy and sell at the price proposed in the plan. 


Article 2. The price council at each level is the advisory organ for each 
echelon with authority to set prices; price councils can be set up at 
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ministries and general directorates. The agency setting prices gust bring up 
price plans for important products related to various sectors and localities 
with the price council and obtain opinions of specialists with experience in 
production and prices before determining prices. When necessary, the 
responsible council gust review the price plan at the production installation 
or the circulation installations of that product. 


Article 21. Basic-level units gust strictly adhere to the prices that have 
been established by the agency with authority and widely publicized and sust 
adhere to merchandising gsethods, quality, and formulas. 


Ministries and people's committees of provinces, sunicipalities, and special 
zones directly subordinate to the central echelon subait their lists of 
established prices to the State Price Commission; basic level units send their 
lists of established prices for the price management agency to distribute. 


Article 22. The Director of the State Price Commission will guide, inspect, 
and supervise compliance with this regulation. 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE, AND FINANCE VIETNAM 


MAJOR ASPECTS OF DISTRICT-LEVEL EXPORT EFFORTS REVIEWED 
Hanoi NGOAI THUONG in Vietnamese Apr 86 pp 24-28 


[Article by Le Xuan Tuu: “Looking Back at Recent District-Level Export 
Efforts* } 


(Text) In the last few years our party and state have issued many directives 
and resolutions about building and strengthening the district level. The 
Fourth Party Congress set forth this policy: "Build the district-level 
adwinistration into a plan management level having total authority and budget, 
a level for management of production, circulation, and life in districts." 
This policy was reconfirmed by the Fifth Party Congress which emphasized that 
"districts must be an important field of operations" for economic construction 
and development. To carry on this revolutionary undertaking, along with other 
sectors, the foreign trade sector has recently carried out gradual 
decentralization and has been considering districts as the location for 
organizing production of export goods. Almost all districts in the country 
have by now established foreign trade corporations (which are called in some 
localities export corporations and in others corporations dealing in export 
goods, or export goods-supplying corporations), and foreign trade stations 
still exist in some localities but they now are independent in terms of 
economic accounting under the direct leadership of district CPV committees and 
people's committees and under the leadership of provincial foreign trade 
corporation unions mainly for professional matters. Only a few highland 
districts, due to their very complicated geographical locations and the fact 
that they still produce few lines of goods, have so far failed to achieve 
decentralization. After a period of operations lasting 6-7 years in some 
localities and 3-4 years in others, and just beginning in a few others, we 
have learned the following facts from this district-level export work: 


1. Districts are the right place for organizing production of export goods. 


The realities of the past years have shown more and more clearly that under 
our country's present economic and foreign trade conditions, when the greater 
part of export goods still consists of agricultural and handicraft products 
and the labor involved in their production mostly comes from agriculture, 
districts are the right place for organizing production of export goods. 
After the necessary conditions involving policies and procedures were set 
forth and after responsibilities, obligation, and interests were clearly 
defined, the export work of districts hay gradually expanded. For instance, 
Thai Binh, an agricultural province which had mainly relied on handicraft and 
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its existence, due to strict and timely gu 
leadership, succeeded in purchasing 600 tons of peanut, 5 tons of sesame, 20 
tons of cashew nuts, and 30 tons of incense, and in ’ 

500 tons of incense, 20 tons of sesame, 300 tons o 
nien kien (Homalomena aromatica), and 80 on. 


In Quang WNam-Da Nang there is Giang District, which used to be a poor and 
backward highland locality and had been heavily destroyed dvring the war. But 
after its decentralization, with export being adopted as the strategic means 
to achieve economic construction, in the last 3 years its export business 
sector earned each year more than 200,000 dong in foreign currency. With a 
capital of 160,000 dong in Vietnamese currency borrowed from the province's 
Union of Export Corporations, in 3 years the district has earned 7 sillion 
dong of profits. The corporation that does export business in the 
Municipality of Da Nang, which was established in early 1983, increased its 
export income in the first year by 2.5 times over the 1982 figure and by 1984 
reached the level of more than 4 million rubles/dollars (more than the 
business figure of a still-poor province) because it was taking advantage of 
the strengths of the gunicipality's production sector, creating gany zones in 
its rural areas specialized in producing raw materials for making handicraft 
and fine art goods, and expanding joint business and economic integration with 
other distric*s. 


Along with organizing production and exploiting sources of export goods, in 
recent years some iocalities had to deal with the problem of competition among 
Gistricts, between the province and districts, and even among various 
organizations in the same district in buying and selling export goods. In 
addition to that some localities wanted to deal directly with foreign markets. 
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But realities have shown gore and more clearly that districts are the right 
place for organizing production of export goods. 


2. Export becomes more and sore the means and strong moving force that 
encourage the socioeconomic construction and development in districts. 


The resolutions adopted at the Fourth and Fifth Party Congresses all advocate 
building districts into agriculture-industry, agriculture-forestry-industry, 
agriculture-fishery-industry, or agriculture-forestry-fishery-industry units, 
depending on the characteristics and conditions of individual localities at a 
certain time. Many districts throughout the country have been gradually 
adopting this pattern. In this process, export plays an important role. 


As for agriculture, with the function of changing the use value, export-import 
turns some of the agricultural, forest, and sea products made in districts, 
after the share of foreign exchange to be contributed to the central 
administration is deducted, into the means of production that supplement or 
increase agricultural productivity. The realities of past years have clearly 
shown that in any districts where export was decentralized and was working in 
a stable manner, agricultural production would tend to develop at a fast pace. 
The reason was that these districts, through export-import, were given 
additional quantities of fertilizer and insecticide to allow them to practice 
intensive cultivation and to increase the areas of crop-growing. In addition 
to the materials and goods used in production, they were also allowed to 
exchange for such items as cotton materials, sugar, monosodium glutamate, 
watches, bicycle chains and sprocket wheels, etc. so as to maintain balance in 
production and daily life. To expand production of export goods also attracts 
surplus labor in agriculture or labor in between-crop periods and turns it 
into productive labor for the making of export goods. 


As for industry, the foreign trade sector on the one hand imports equipment, 
technology, and gaterials to build industrial installations for the production 
of the means of production needed by districts for their economic sectors, 
particularly the industries thet process agricultural products and foods, and 
on the other hand supports industry and allows it to act on agriculture by 
providing it with equipment and materials, which industry in the country in 
general, and districts in particular, are not in a position to obtain. Many 
districts have so far been able to build processing installations to make 
such products as peanut o11, soybean oil, and essential oils of cinnamon, sa 
(Cymbopogon), huong nhu (Elsholtzia), and so on. As a result, districts have 
succeeded in raising the value of exchanged goods and ensuring ccnsumption to 
benefit themselves. On that basis, the foreign trade sector has been playing 
the role of linking foreign markets with domestic production and encouraging 
interaction between agriculture and industry. 


At the same time, the expansion of export in districts has helped to remedy 
the lack of balance under the real conditions today. This is the lack of 
balance between accumulation and consumption, between money and goods, between 
the need to expand production and the ability to supply materials, goods, and 
so on. The results of foreign trade activities thus play a special role in 
balancing district budgets. For instance, Vu Thu District in Thai Binh 
Province raised its foreign trade contributions to the budget from 120,000 
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dong in 1979 to 5 million dong in 1983. Tan Lac District in Ha Son Binh 
Province, which used to borrow from the bank to expand production and to buy 
goods from the people on credit, has paid off all debts within less than a 
year's time and has so far contributed more than 4 million dong to the budget. 
Dong Phu District in Song Be Province in 1985 put into the budget 
contributions totaling about 28 million dong. In reality, in many districts 
the contributions of foreign trade to their budget have accounted for from 
one-third to one-half of its size, even more than one-half in some cases. 
Generally speaking, through export activities the economic and social aspects 
of a number of districts have gradually shown obvious changes. Many cconomic 
and cultural projects have been built mainly with contributions from foreign 
trade. In department stores and in families, now there are new consumer goods 
that have resulted from export work. At the same time, many storehouses, 
offices, and so on have been and are being built. Many districts have quickly 
built their material base and provided additional necessary means like 
vehicles, boats, etc. 


Although some initial results 2s mentioned above have been obtained, the 
export work in districts has been expanding still too slowly and is far from 
commensurate with the potential and strengths of our districts. In the face 
of new needs, faster progress must be made in this work. To do sO, many 
districts have been paying attention to a number of matters. These are some 
major ones: 


a. A rational allocation of export goods must be adopted in districts. 


Of the various aspects of the task of building and strengthening the district 
level, a key matter of decisive significance is the economic structure of 
districts. This matter itself is far from simple, for the need that ranges 
from deciding what crops to grow and what animals to raise to determining the 
direction to take for production and a rational production pattern to adopt is 
an entirely complicated matter. Decentralization has provided districts with 
an active role in achieving zoning and planning for export goods production. 
However, this is only a beginning and a great deal of confusion remains. In 
recent years many districts actually increased their export income at a rather 
fast pace, but this income mainly resulted from the goods that had been 
purchased and collected. The reason for this was that, on the one hand, an 
allocation of export goods had not been clearly determined and. on the other, 
zoning and planning did not bring about any results yet because they had just 
begun. To determine a rational allocation--what crops to grow, what animals 
tc raise, what occupations to develop--must not only look at the things that 
lie ahead but also have a long-term strategic character. But many districts 
actually tend to “live from day to day" as they concentrate on getting 
products that are easy to make, giving up the ones that are difficult to 
produce, or purchasing and collecting only natural products, without really 
paying proper attention to taking a long-term and steady direction, nor 
appropriately concentrating the conditions related to the material and 
technical base upon zoning, production planning, and expansion of occupations. 
The experience that we have acquired in the past years shows that districts 
can rely on the natural conditions that prevail to select in the most 
effective manner crops, animals, and occupations. Our districts in general 
can grow rice, but animal raising, in the case of the larger animals, is 
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developed better in midland and highland districts than in the delta. Not 
every district can successfully grow rush, but coastal districts normally get 
high yield from this crop. Being a part of the overall production of their 
province and of the nation as a whole, districts must not only follow local 
and temporary calculations but also consider the general and long-term needs 
when they decide about an allocation of export goods for their locality. 


b. The management. mechanism for export-import must be renewed. 


One of the problems that have long hampered the expansion of export work in 
our districts is the fact that they have been slow in renewing the management 
mechanism. 


First of all, in connection with planning, we must know that planning in 
districts has positive effects on forming and perfecting the production 
pattern there. But lately many districts still were confused as they drafted 
their plans because they had not fully given up the management mechanism based 
on bureaucratic centralism and state subsidies. District plans usually fail 
to ensure uniformity in all activities--from production, transportation, and 
processing to consumption--because at the time they were drafted, districts 
did not take into consideration the production base and the aspects in which 
there had been a lack of balance in their locality. On the other hand, in 
Many cases, districts are not the real masters of their plans and still 
heavily depend on the superior echelons. This means they still receive orders 
from the latter. They make whatever provinces assign them to make, in 
whatever quantities and whatever lines of goods, and accept whatever imported 
goods that are distributed to them. As for the goods that are bound by norms 
and regulations, assignments by provinces often are not stable and are not 
based on districts’ realistic conditions. For instance, Hoai Duc District 
(Hanoi) has 300 hectares of peanut, but the norm set for its contributions to 
export is 500 tons; Tien Son District in Ha Bac Province has a capacity of 20 
tons of duck feathers it can purchase, but the norm assigned to it is 80 tons. 
Due to a lack of positive and accurate calculations and to the fact that the 
norms are far from realistic, district plans usually remair flexible and 
create many difficulties for leadership and guidance in districts. Another 
thing we need to add is that under the present economic conditions of our 
country in general, and of districts in particular, while our production 
capacity remains low and the economy still consists of many components, in 
addition to doing planning in connection with the major lines of goods we must 
take into consideration other scattered goods on the basis of setting up a 
pregram aimed at manufacturing and obtaining export goods from various 
sources. For if we include everything in our plans, these plans will not have 
a good chance of being carried out. 


In the field of economic accounting, districts have not yet firmly switched 
from drafting plans based on state subsidies and controlled bookkeeping tw 
independent accounting with positive calculations of export-import results. 


Therefore, provinces and districts together should quickly change the way they 
assign work (involving both norms based on regulations and used as 
guidelines), with the direction to take for drafting plans being set at the 
basic level and conforming with the actual conditions of districts. 
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An important matter in the efforts to renew the management mechanism and to 
step up export work in districts is to adopt policies used as levers and 
appropriate sys ems of interests. Depending on the characteristics of their 
own situation provinces should adopt different policies about distributing 
economic interests among provinces, districts, and production installations. 
Realities have shown that in any provinces where business is done in a square 
and honest manner and the interests of districts and production installations 
are not overlooked, districts cooperate with provinces better in the field of 
export. On the other hand, any provinces that are not really concerned about 
the interests of districts and production installations and force their 
districts to accept import goods will find that districts tend to try to avoid 
their authority. In the first years following the completion of 
decentralization some districts still secretly exchanged goods with other 
provinces, but later on many of them returned to dealing with their own 
provinces. This cooperation mainly resulted from the attraction of economic 
interests anJ the pledge of districts toward their provinces rather than from 
orders or any barriers set up by the latter. THe experience of Quang Nam-Da 
Nang has shown that in order to encourage districts to purchase as much as 
possible from sources of agricultural, forest, and sea products, within the 
percentage of foreign exchange to be given to localities as authorized by the 
central administration, the province gave one-half to its districts, in the 
case it did not fulfill the plan for delivering goods to the central 
administration (which means there will be no bonuses); and in the case 
districts fulfilled the plan for delivery of goods to the province, the 
province still paid bonuses in Vietnamese currency to districts, which were 
equal to 2 percent of the total value of the goods delivered as required by 
the plan or beyond the goal set in it. As to the villages and subwards that 
helped to organize and supervise the making of export goods, they were given 
bonuses (in Vietnamese currency) equal to 2 percent of the real profit brought 
about by these goods. These villages and subwards would take 20 percent of 
these bonuses to give as rewards to the individuals who have done a good job 
and put 80 percent into their budget. As for the localities that have raw 
materials and forest products to supply to the installations that make rattan 
and bamboo goods for export, they would get one-third of the annual bonuses 
for having taken care of and protected these sources of raw materials. 


To devise correct policies used as levers and appropriate systems of economic 
interests is the best measure to take in the management of export goods and to 
avoid the kind of competition in buying and selling that have happened for 
some time in many localities. In addition, the policies and procedures 
regarding export-import management, particularly the procedures about 
export-import licences and foreign exchange, must be seriously implemented and 
strictly checked. 


As to import goods, rany shortcomings still remain in their distribution and 
use. These shortcomings are not solely at the district level. When they 
distribute import goods, many provinces do not consider the real needs of 
districts and instead force the latter to accept even the kinds of goods that 
they do not see fit to have. For instance, some highland localities where 
there is no electric power yet are to accept such items as radio-cassette 
receivers, high-grade textile materials, and many other unnecessary items, 
while they are denied, or get very small quantities, of the items tht are in 
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short supply, such as black satin, Nam Dinh woolen blankets, batteries, 
kerosene, etc. Some provinces even force their districts to accept goods at 
high import prices and to pay for them with hard currency. 


Some districts themselves are not totally square and honest when they make 
goods exchanges with production installations, cause a lot of trouble for the 
people, or try to change the percentages of exchange that have been set in 
state documents and policies. In some specific cases, as export goods 
arrived, some districts retained a rather large number of items of higher 
value, such as motorcycles, radio-cassette receivers, sewing machines, 
television sets, etc., for use in their own localities or for resale at low 
prices in favor of high-ranking and powerful cadres in the localities. This 
situation led to a loss of confidence in the districts among production 
installations and producers, who now became less enthusiastic for productive 
work. Therefore, districts must be truly square and honest toward the people 
anJ widely publicize purchase prices, exchange goods, time of payment, and so 
on in order to reassure production installations and producers. 


About the organizing machinery, when districts transformed stations into 
corporations, almost all of them retained all of the cadres, workers, and 
civil servants working in those stations. Therefore, these cadres have had 
more or less some experience in the work. But because of a change of the 
Management mechanism and the adoption of independent accounting, which no 
longer relies on state subsidies, following the decentralization a number of 
district cadres have shown weaknesses, particularly in connection with 
professional skills, business techniques, planning, accounting, and so on. 
Our experience has shown that any districts that proceeded with management 
decentralization and at the same time strengthened the ranks of cadres by 
getting them from their provinces’ union of corporations would be in a better 
position to carry out good activities. 


Some districts, due to incorrect recognition and evaluation of the station 
cadres and wrong ideas about the foreign trade sector cadres, proceeded with 
replacing many or even all of the old cadres of these stations with those who 
did not have professional foreign-trade skills, or those who were “team 
players" of or close to some of their own leaders. This situation caused a 
lot of confusion for districts in their business and prevented them from 
resolving new problems that later would arise in professional and specialized 
matters. Therefore, to perfect and build district organizing machineries is a 
very important and urgent matter. In our opinion, as an immediate step, if 
the district-level corporations remain very weak, provinces gust send a number 
of relatively experienced cadres to districts; at the same time, provinces and 
the central administration must also jointly organize courses to train 
district-level business cadres. 


Those are some typical points we have been able to draw from an effort to know 
the real export work in our localities. We are sure there are other matters 
we have not been able to see. If we are in a position to review and 
reevaluate the export work we have recently done in our districts, we shall be 
able to learn more realistic lessons in the time to come. 
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om VIETNAM 


AGRICULTURAL REPORT FOR FIRST HALF OF 1986 
0WO31742 Hanoi VNA in English 1451 GMT 3 Sep 86 


[Text] Hanoi VNA 3 September--In the first six months of this year Vietnam's 
southernmost province of Minh Hai caught 29,000 tons of aquatic products 
including 9,000 tons of shrimps for export. Meanwhile, the Red River Delta 
Province of Thai Binh netted nearly 4,000 tons of sea fish, achieving 70 
percent of its annual plan, and processed 50 tons of shrimps for export. 


In the first ten days of August, the Vietnam-GDR joint coffee enterprise in 
the central highlands province of Darlac delivered to the GDR 300 tons of 
coffee. This is the first product of the enterprise set up in the framework 
of the Vietnam-GDR allround cooperation. 


The southern province of Thuan Hai is putting 5,700 hectares under latenia 
trees which yield from 5,000-6,000 tons of leaves per hectare for home 
consumption and export. Last year the province wove 160,500 square metres of 
latenia blinds and 20,000 square metres of latenia mats in addition to dozens 
of products made from latenia leaves. 


In the first seven months of this year, two state farms in Thanh Hoa province, 
150 km south of Hanoi, produced 200 tons of tea buds, 28 percent more than in 
the same period last year. 


In compensation for the submerged areas, Pho Yen district of Bac Thai 
province, north of Hanoi, has put 1,200 ha under sweet potato, 50 percent sore 
than last year. 


The southern province of Kien Giang has selected nine winter rice varieties 
suitable for the province's conditions and yielding 1.5, two times more than 
other strains. These new varieties, grown on more than 200,000 ha, have given 
4.1 tons per ha in average, and even six tons at some plcces. 


Thai Binh province is raising 300,000 ducks, six times as many as two years 
ago. Last year the province exported 100 tons of live ducks and 10 tons of 
duck feather- 


The rubber institute has collected 2,000 species of rubber trees and created 
many hybrids yielding two tons of dried latex per hectare per year in a 
production circle of 25 years and more. 
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Bao Lac district in the northern border province of Cao Bang now has 2,000 
more buffaloes and cows than last year. The district is raising thousands of 
poultry. 


By mid-August, the central highlands province of Gialaikountum has extracted 
30,000 cubic metres of timber, 10 percent more than in the same period last 
year. 
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AGRICULTURE VIETNAM 


MINISTER ON AFFORESTATION--Hanoi VNA 3 September--In the ten years to come, 
Vietnam's afforested acreage will expand from 23.6 percent of the total 
natural land to 45 percent, said Minister of Forestry Pham Xuan Dot in an 
article published by the paper MHAN DAN recently. To date, Vietnam has 
7,800,000 hectares of forests of which every hectare can yield from one to one 
and a half cubic metres of timber a year. By applying intensive 
afforestation, the annual per hectare output is expected to reach from four to 
five cubic metres in the next ten years. Of the above-said figure, four 
million hectares of scattered brush areas will be sarked off for forest 
restoration and upgrading. 3.8 million hectares of denuded hills will be 
afforested by concentrated or scattered tree planting. Due attention will be 
paid to the policy of allocating forest land to collective units and private 
farmers and to the planting of short-term and perennial cash crops in newly- 
reclaimed areas. The minister also said that his ministry will take into 
account the industry of processing forest products for home consumption and 
for export, especially rare valuable timber and tropical wild animals. 

[Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 0724 GMT 3 Sep 86 OW] /12913 


CSO: 4200/1400 
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POPULATION, CUSTOMS, AND CULTURE VIETNAM 


"CULTURAL DAYS’ HELD IN ETHNIC MINORITY AREAS 
0WO30811 Hanoi VNA in English 0721 GMT 3 Sep 86 


[Text] Hanoi VNA 3 September--Cultural days of ethnic minorities are being 
held in the localities predominantly inhabited by ethnic minority groups, such 
as Bac Thai province in the north and Gialaikon Tum province in the south. 


These cultural events are important opportunities to demonstrate and promote 
the cultural strength of the nation which is also the political and spiritual 
unity among the various nationalities living in Vietnam. 


During these cultural days each ethnic group will introduce to their fellow 
countrymen the essential spirit and the best achievements of their culture. 
That may be an embroidery based on the motifs of trees, flowers, birds, 
elephants, tigers, on a national costume. That may be the original musical 
instrument such as the lithophone or the bamboo flute. That may also be a 


poem, a song, or tale. 


In that sense, the cultural days are aiso intended to discover what is the 
best in the in-cultural heritage of each nationality and to enhance and 
perfect it to make it a common heritage of the nation. 


These heritages consist of ideological and ethnical values as well as 
aesthetic values. For instance, the house-on-stilts of the Thais is a relic 
of the community culture. The Cham Tower bears witness to highly developed 
ancient architecture. The embroideries on the shirts or skirts of the Dzaos 
bear both an ornamental and spiritual value. The bronze drum of the Muongs at 
the annual Hung Temple Festivals represents an age-old tradition dating from 
the Bronze Age, etc. 


We can also cite the T'rung Bamboo Marimba of many ethnic groups on the 
Central Highlands which can render not only local melodies but also modern 
music in the country and the world. The visitor would marvel at the highly 
impressionist style of the wooden human sta’ues erected around the tombs of 
the Gia Rai and Se Dan peoples. The artistic YSeauty of the Khmer ethnic group 
in the Mekong Delta is mostly found in the architecture of the pagodas and 
temples, more particulariy in the statues of the women dancers. 


At present each nationality in the regions predominantly inhabited by ethnic 
minorities has been able to meet the needs of their cultural life by their own 
means, through small exhibitions dance and song festivals, projection of slide 
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films or documentary and feature films brought by mobile projection teams. 
Many things remain to be done to inherit and develop the cultural heritages of 
the ethnic groups in the country, but most important of all is doubtlessly the 
training of an every larger contingent of cultural workers and art researches 
among all the ethnic groups. 


A correct policy toward writers and artists of minority origin is also 
necessary. 


/12913 
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POPULATION, CUSTOMS, AND CULTURE VIETNAM 


OFFICIAL LAUDS SOCIALIST CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
0W040835 Hanoi VNA ir. English 0740 GMT 4 Sep 86 


[Text] Hanoi VNA 4 September--Vietnam's socialist culture has strongly 
developed over the ten years since the country's reunification. 


This remark was mace by Tran Van Phac, member of the communist party of 
Vietnam Central Committee and acting minister of culture, in an article 
written for VNA on the occasion of the 4lst anniversary of the August 
revolution and the national day. 


He wrote: 


From 1981-1985, the number of cultural houses has increased eight times over 
the previous period. About 80 porcent of the districts built their own 
libraries or local revolutionary tradition museums. Almost all the districts 
and two-thirds of the villages and precincts have travelling information teams 
and art troupes. 


In recent years, groups of cultural establishments have been formed on the 
district ecale. Their activities are associated with those of techno- 
scientific establishments in the district. 


Hundreds of play scripts and songs have been composed over the last decade the 
number of cinema films produced in 1985 trebled compared with 1976 . 


In addition to numerous cultural works dealing with the past two patriotic 
ware for national liberation, many new films, dramas, songs and literary works 
took as their theme the fight to defend the northern border. A series of film 
and drama festivals, song contests and fine arts exhibitions have been 
organized. Many Vietnamese contestants have won prizes at international 
competitions and festivals. The cultural service has established a network 
reaching down to the grassroots level. 





The number of cultural workers trained in the past ten years increased by 1.5 
times over the previous 20 years. This is thanks to the increased number of 
better vocational schools. 


The state has conferred the title “People's Artist” and “Merited Artist” on 
189 persons. It has also awarded national prizes in culture and arts. 
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Socialist culture in Vietnam has developed in association with its broadening 
international exchange of culture. “Vietnamese Culture Days” aimed at 
introducing the nation's culture have been held in the Soviet Union, Mongolia, 
Hungary, Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia. The best of traditional arts such as 
water puppet shows, “cheo” and “tuong” operas, have been appreciated in many 
foreign countries. Cooperation in film production has been established with 
the Soviet Union, the GDR, and Czechoslovakia. 
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